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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
p.m., and read prayers.

4.30

QUESTION—LA B, SETTLERS AND
STATE INSURANCE.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Minister
for Lands: 1, Have the Government issued
instructions that settlers who are assisted by
the Indusiries Assistance Board must, in
future, compnlsorily effect the whole of their
erop insurances against fire and hail with
the recently established State Insuranee De-
partment? 2, Have these settlers, in the
past, exercised the right to effect these in-
surances with whichever of the companies
operating in this State they preferred? 3,
1f =0, why are they now denied that right?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, The arrangements for insnrance of erops
of assisted scttlers for the ensuing season
were made hy the board with the approval
of the Minister. 2, Yes; at the board’s dis-
cretion and subject to its control. 3, The
right of determining with which office an
assisted settler shall insure his erops against
fire is vested by statute in the board.

.

QUESTION—TIMBER MILIL,
WONNERUF,

Mr. BARNARD asked the Premier: 1,
What is the reason for the closing down of
the small timber mill at Wonnerup? 2, Is
it the intention of the Forests Department
to re-open it at an early date?
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The PREMIER replied: 1, The working
plan aims at a sostained yield of tuart for
Government requirements, and with this ob-
ject the volume of timber to be ent annually
is limited. 2, An assessment of the timber
remaining at the end of the first fve
years' period, now completed, is proceeding.
Future operations will depend on the posi-
tion as shown by this assessment.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Ninth Day—Conelusion, 1
Debate resumed from the previous day.

~MR. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [4.35] :
In making my contribution to the debate,
I, in common with other members, have
some old grievances to air and a few new
cnes to bring forward. In doing zo. T am
actuated by the bhest intentions to benefit
those who live some 2,000 miles from the
seat of government. T trust I will not be
misunderstood. My criticism and adviee are
merely rendered for the purpose I have in-
dicated. At the ountset T wish to Int the
Government know that their administration
of the affairs of the North has been appre-
ciated by those who have been neglected for
a long period. I thank Ministers who have
indicated a sincere desire to do their duty
in promoting the welfare of the northern
portions of the Siate, and have afforded the
people there an opportunity of seving them
personally, The visits paid by Ministers to
the North have been greatly appreciated.
I, too, appreciate their forethought in tak-
ing with them the heads of various depart-
ments concerned in the administration of
our affairs in the North. Tt is necessary for
those officials to gain some first-hand know-
ledee of those remote parts, in order that
their administrative work mav bhe earried
out more efficientlv. We of the far North
know and understand that no one can gain
much knowledge as the resnlt of a mere
easual visit to those outlying parts. n the
other hand, we realicse that at least some
knowledge and information must be gained
hy sueh visits. Knowing the Minister for
Works as I do—he is one of the most sincere
and progressive men in public life to-day—
T know that good will result from his visit
to the distant North. While avpreciatirg
the visits we have had, T hope the Govern-
ment will understand that we look forward
to those visits being repeated. for with
each visit added knowledze and a greater
appreciation of our diffienities will be gained
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by Ministers. I am confident that, as
the result of what he saw in the North
and the North-West, the Minister for
Works will join with me and other members
representing those wide-lung arveas, in
bringing indluence to bear upon the Treas-
urer so that more lenient treatment will ba
extended to our mneeds. I congratulate
the Government on behalf of the pearlers
for the amended legislation dealing with the
pearling industry and for the prompt atfen-
tion they gave to remedial measures to cope
with illiet pear] fishing. “Dummying,” how-
ever, is still being carried on, This is fast
erippling the industry, sending honest men,
who will not stoop te make easy money,
out of the business, robbing the Government
of taxation, and enriching the pockets of
Asiaties. TUnless more drastic legislation be
passed, it will be better for the Government
to elose down oun the industry for a couple
of years, so that there may be a general clean
up. As I understand the Pearling Act is
being dealt with by the Honorary Minister
(Hon. J. 'W. Hickey), there is no need to
say more on that point at the present june-
ture. I will content myself with advising
the Giovernment to give every possible assist-
ance to the Honorary Minister, so that he
may be able to minimise illicit pear] deal-
ing. T have a few old grievances to venli-
late regarding the pastoral industry. The
first relates fo the re-appraisement of hold-
ings, which is neither fair nor equitable to
the smaller leaseholders. I expect the Gov-
ernment to do something to assist those who
are not getting a fair deal. The holders of
small pastoral leases are at a great disad-
vantage compared with those econtrolling
larger areas, some of which are leased by
eompanics. These larger holdings include the
bu'k of the river frontages and the well-
grassed flats. The small leaseholders have
to pay the same rental as their more for-
tunate en-pastoralists, but have greater eosts
to shoulder in the cartage of their supplies
and in their droving work as well. Those
extra costs eould be obviated if the Govern-
ment would appoint someone to act as a
Jand board to show that an alteration of "the
rents was neeessary. The resident magis-
trate in a district could eonduet the inquiry
for ihe land hoard. The result would he
that the Government would he informed that
the small pastoralists were labouring in the
face of unfair eompetition from the Targer
companies. The pastoral industry is at a
low ebh at present, and this is due to many
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causes over which the Government may have
no control. Various ideas are entertainec
as to the explanation, but I have never hearc
anyone in public life say, nor yet have I seer.
it suggested in ihe public Press, that the
present condition of the industry is due tc
mismanagement and the employment of blacl
labour. In my opinion that is one explana
tion. The position will not be relieved un
less the Government take steps to minimis
the employment of black labour, Thai
practice depreciates the value of stock. 1
recognise that the Government have done ¢
lot to assist the small pastoralists in the
Fast Kimberley distriet by the introduectior
of stud bulls and by financial aid as well
There are certain anomalies, however, thal
should be removed. There is a line of de
maeartion between Fast Kimberley and West
Kimberley; it is known as the pleuro-pneun
monia line, In the first place, the line wa:
provided in order to retard the introduction
of the tick pest from the East Kimberley:
to the West Kimberleys, With the passiug
of the years, tick became established in the
West as well as in the East. At the time the
authorities saw fit to change the name of the
line from the “iick line” to the “pleuro
pneumonia line.” If there is pleuro-pneun
monia in East Kimberley, this imaginary
line will not prevent its being introdueed
into West Kimberley. Anyone with a know-
ledge of cattle raising on unfenced eountry
knows that an intermixing of herds ocears.
1t is a well-known fact that the intermixing
of herds ocecurs from well over the borde:
of the Northern Territory right through East
Kimberley, into West Kimberley and past
the Fitzroy Crossing. If the diseases exists
in East Kimberley, T cannot see why it does
not exist in West Kimberley, because one
mob of cattle mixing with another must
spread it. So 1 urge the Minister to send
North the Chief Inspector of Stock or one
of his staff to inquire into the anomaly with
a view to abolishing this pleuro-pneumonia
line or moving it further west to the junc-
tion of the Hall's Creck-Wyndham road.
That would leave the cattle market open fo
the eompetition of both East and West Kim-
berley, and would be only an act of justice
to the eattle growers. The cattle on several
stations on the prohibited side of the plerra
line have never shown any sign of disease.
In the Kimberley country we have a few re-
turned soldiers, who have engaged in cattle
raising, and they are having a very hard
hattle, due mainly to the state of the cattle
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market.  Aecording to the Governor's
Speech, the Federal Government have made
available to the State a sum of £796,000 to
be employed in writing down liabilities un-
der the Soldier Settiement Scheme. The sol-
diers in the Kimberleys have done excep-
tionally good work in the way of developing
their holdings, fencing them and sinking
wetls, and [ think they are eniitled to a
share of the money. I hope that the Min-
ister fur Lands will direct the attention of
the buard responsible for re-valuing the hold-
ings to thiz faet and that some concession
will be given to these men. They are justiy
entitled to it on acecount of their good work,
which is certainly better than that of most
of the hig companies in the Kast Kimber-
ley. I have a swmall grievance affecting the
Department of the Minister for Education.
I realise that be has many places to
attend to; country towns as well as the
metropolitan area are continvally asking
for advanced education, additional equip-
ment and better faecilities generally, but
some consideration should be given to the
children of the North-West. Sriuated so
far from the metropolis tie disadvantages
under which they labour are very real. The
Minister might well give iasrructions for
the provision of improved furniture ad
dual desks in the schools. The trupieal
climate is somewhat trying, @nd most of
the ehildren have fn sit in desks that are
too small for them. The practice seems
to be that if there is any furciture of no
use to any other school, it is Jdumped in the
North. Anything appears to he gond
enough for us,

Hon. G. Taylor: You wili be all right as
the Premier is looking pleasant,

Mr. COVERLEY: I ohserve thai he is
smiling and I heope he will ye: the Minister
for Education to accede fo this request.
The children of the North also suffer from
a disadvantage with regard to the scholar-
ship examinations. In the North the cool
weather does not set in nntil May and the
scholarship examinations are held in Octo-
ber. Consequently the chiidven in the
settled areas have a start of eight to 10
weeks in studying for the examdnation, and
thus ihe children of the North suffer from
a handicap that is no fault of (heir own.
Tt would be reasonable for the Minister to
allocate say three special scholarships for
the North-West. We in the Kimberleys
wounld not complain of any disadvantage as
compared with the North-West, but the
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children of the North-West as well as those
of the Kimberleys are at a disadvantage as
agninst the children of the South-West,
If three scholarships were reserved for the
North-West, it would be only just to the
children of the North, to whom we look to
carry on the work in those remote paris.
No people are so well fitted for this work
as are those born in the North. I believe
three scholarships could be provided for at
a cost of £90, and T feel sure that this
paltry sum will not deter the Government
from doing justice to the North. I join
with other members in sympathising with
the Honorary Minister (Hon. 8, W, Munsie)
who is in il-health, I have been endeav-
ouring te get a wmedieal practitioner
appointed to the township of Hall’s Creek.
So far 1 have been unsnccessful, but I am
living in hopes that an appointment will he
made before long. The industry that the
people of the North follow often entails
sertous aceidents, True, we have an A T.M.
Nursing Home at Hall's Creek that hezs
done exceptionally good work and is highly
appreciated by the residents. But ws want
something more; we want a doctor. I have
often listened to members of this House
preferring requests for medical or hospitai
assistance, but the urgeney of their re-
quests is not to be compared with that of
the people of Hall's Creek. The people
there are isolated and yet are withont a
doctor, If the people of the metropolitan
area were denicd medical service, there
would be a revolution inside of 10 minutes.
Hall's Creek is 240 miles distant from a
doctor, and members who know the ernde
methods of transpert on which we have to
rely when an accident occurs will realise
that the question demands serious con-
sideration., I know there are great demands
upon the Health Department, but T hope
the Minister will find it possible to grant
this request. Reference iz made in the
Speech to surveys being conducted in the
Kimberleys. This is the second yvear over
which the survers have extended, and
though blecks are being surveyed for tropi-
eal agrienlture, we have no idea what the
Government intend to do with them when
they are ent up. The North offers great
possibilities and in the Kimberleys the ex-
perimental stage has already been passed.
Tt has been proved that rice will grow
prolifieally. At Port George IV. Mission
Station approximately 40 bhushels of rice
per acre was obtained. The mission station
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acthorities, however, have very crude
methods of eleaning the rice, and it would
be money well spent if the Government
provided them with machinery.

Mr. Bampson: Would it be a commerecial
proposition?

Mr, COVERLEY : The Drysdale Mission,
situated between Wyndham and Derby,
grows enough riee to feed the 300 natives
on the station, and on one occasion 240
bags were available for sale. Unfortu-
nately the lugger carrying the rice Lo
Wyndham was wrecked. The coast up there
is dangerous and has not been well sur-
veyed. It has been proved that rice will
grow well in these places. Cotton growing
has also been proved a suceess on one of the
stations.

Mr. Sampson: It would be interesting to
get particulars of the yield per acre.

Mr. COVERLEY : I have already stated
what has been done on one mission station.
If people were assisted, an improveme:it
could be effected on these results. Theve i
one station in East Kimberiey that went
in for eotton growing. The people pianted
34 acres, and 1 understand the yield wus
approximately 12 tons of eotton. I do not
knuw whether that was good or otherwise.
The rotton was a beautiful sight when
growing. Tlhe industry is one that might
well repay any assistanee given to it. On
this particular station the people grow
practically every kind of tropieal fruit,
such as paw-paws, bananas and mangoes.
The Government will require to be careful
how they allot the blocks that have been
surveyed. They shonld first see that they
ret the richt elass of scttler. This can be
dare bv throwing open the blocks for selee-
tion by those who would be most likely to
make a success of the venture. I had no
intention of speaking on the Federal pro-
prse'e concerning the Neorth-West until I
savw the autline of the scheme in the “West
Australian” yesterday. I am altogether
onmnerd to the suggestion. I take this
opportunity of warning the public that the
proposals are loaded. The Government
Resident who would preside over the coun-
¢il wonld be nominated hy the Federal Gov-
crnment, Tn all probability he would ba
rome broken-down politician from Mel-
hovrne, who would know nothing about the
Teeal eonditions, and care less so long as he
drew a fat snlary. The council itself wounld
consist nf four members, three of wham
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would be nominated by the Federal Gov-
ernment. The members elected to the
Youse of Representatives would have no
vote there. Reference is made in those pro-
posals to railways, harbours, and means of
communication. At present the Federal
Government contra} ull telephone, telegraph
and mail services, ete., but with regard to
the mail services they have really donu
nothing for the Nortk., A little while ago 1
presented a petition through Mr. Green,
M.H.B, for an extension of the mail ser-
vice in West Kimberley., This, as usual, was
turned down. The excuse was that the
TFederal CGovernment could not stand the
finaneial strain, and that the extension would
gerve only halt a dozen people. The con-
venience that it meant to these people was
overlooked. All that was asked for was an
extension of 50 miles, and this would have
saved a 100-mile ride for numbers of small
cattle growers, The Federal people did not
know what it meant, and so they made fin-
anec the excuse for refusing the request.

My, Marshall: How long ago was that?

Mr. COVERLEY: Two months ago. Re-
ceiily 1 had further evidence of the lack of
sytpathetic administration of the North.
VW hen the Tanami goldfelds were first dis-
conveced, ey were tuought to be in Western
Austraia.  In 1910 the State Government
puc down wels along ihe route from Hall's
Creek io the field. Later on it was dis-
covered that Tanami was in the Northern
Territory, and the Slate Government handed
mer the wells to the Administrator of the
Northern Territory. As in most other eases
at the time, these wells were sadly neglected.
The woodwork rotted and fell in, the buckets
leaked, aud the ropes were cither lost or
stolen. When the Tanami fields revived,
there wus a biy infiux of prospectors to the
district. Finding the wells out of order, one
prospector sent a telegiram to the Director of
Federal Works, Darwin, in these terms—
“When wi!l the wells on the Tanami road
he doue up? At present they are likely to
fall in. The buckets and troughs are in a
leaky condition.” After a few days the Di-
reetor replied, “All fravellers are cxpecied
to assisl in keeping the wells and equipment
i rad order.” The people of the Kimber-
lexe have no faith in the Federal administra-
tion of affairs up there. The Federal Gov-
cerevt must afford hetter evidence of their
~dministvative nbilitics before we agree to
hand over any portion of our territory. I
hope the State Government will keep an eye
on any suggestion that emanates from them.
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A comitiee of inguiry or royal commission
wmprising residents of the North-West
should be appointed to inquire into the
whole question and formulate a scheme for
development. The aerial mail serviece runs
from Perth to Derby. There is also a
fortnightly steamer service from Fremantle
to that port. From Derby over the Fitzroy
Crossing, on to Hall’s Creek, and in to
Wyndham, right through the centre of
the cattle areas, ihere is a paltry monthly
service for part of the way, none at
il for another part of the way, and
a menlhly service for the rest of the
way. The acrial service, as it is, has been-
of preat beunefit to the people of the Kim-
berleys, bul an extension to Wyndham is
sadly needed. Apparently the Federal Gov-
ernment eould not find the money to exteml
he mall serviee to Wyndham. If thev are
sincere in their desire to develop the Kim-
berleys one of the first things they should do
would be to extend the aerial service from
Derby to Wyndham. Restricted as it is, the
terial service has revolutionised the Kimber-
leys, but if an extension were made to
Wyndham it would serve an even more use-
ful purpose. I thank the State Governmenl
for their sympathetic administration of the
North-West, particularly with regard to the
purchase of a new motor vessel. I urge themn
to expedite an order for another vessel.
When that comes along. when the aerial mail
service is extended to Wyndham, when there
has been a eertain amount of road develop-
ment. and two new motor ships as well as
‘he “Kangaroo’” are trading along the coast,
we shall have what we have been longing
fer, namely, an efficient boat serviee and sat-
isfactory means of transport, the lack of
whieh has held up the North for some time.

MR. MILLINGTON (Leederville) [5.13]:
[ am impressed not only with the range of
subjects dealt with in the Speech, but also
with the number of allied subjects that have
heen referred to by members during the de-
hate. The three leaders of the parties in the
House have spoken. There was a sugges-
tion on the part of the Leader of the Op-
position and the T.eader of the Country
Partv of contemptuousness concerning the
matters deaft with in the Speech. Neverthe-
‘es=. the Speech has provided much material
for disenssion, not only by those two leaders,
who affected to see nothing good in it, but al-
:0 bv manv other members who have spoken.
Instead of expecting something entirely new
this year, we should rather have regard to
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those important permanent matters which
have to be dealt with by Governments. The
Speech is a record of the acetions of the Min-
istry during the year. Necessarily, most of
the subjects dealt with are of a recurring
character. If the Leader of the Opposition
desires a new legislative programme—which
I very much doubt—he has only to advertise
and he will get a programme containing
every possible new idea supported hy the
most scientific reasons. Undoubtedly this
Speech is creditable to the Government who
have produeced it. Though the Opposition
Leader said there was nothing in it, he im-
mediately proceeded to disecuss its second
paragraph, dealing with the per eapita pay-
ments. Undoubtedly his remarks were a
most valuable contribution to the discussion,
a contribution which in my opinien witl have
to be insistently emphasised. There are
some matters to which attention must he
drawn continnally. Undoubtedly a feeling
exists in this State that the Federal Govern-
ment are not in sympathy with the special
requirements of Western Australia, particu-
larlv its finaneial requirements. The framers
of the Federal Constitution, while definitely
setting down certain things, left in abey-
ance, left to the discretion of future Gov-
ernments, many other matters, which are uot’
being interpreted in the generous spirit that
the framers of the Constitution evidently in-
tended. Now that the time has come for
these matters to be dealt with, our chief
complaint is that whereas full eonsideration
should and eould he given to the States,
there is a disposition on the part of the Ted-
eral Government to ignore the desires of not
only Western Anstralia but the other States
us well. An attempt 1s being made to grasp
more power for the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment and to concentrate anthority in the
Federal Government. The importance of
the question has been fully grasped hy the
Government of this State, and the Premier
and other Ministers have resisted, in a man-
ner which ‘is appreciated by the Western
Australian people, the attempted encroach-
ments of the Federal Government on State
preserves. I congratulate the Opposition
Leader on the most informative speech he
has delivered. Its sentiments will, T am sure,
be endorsed by the people of the State. Not
only in Western Australia but in every Stale
of the Commonwealth the posttion as stated
by the Leader of the Opposition should be
emphasised. It is not a matter of partv
(fovernment. but a matter which, as the
Australian people are beginning to see, must
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be dealt with firmly by the populations and
Governments of all the States. The Gov-
ernor’s Speech also deals with the State
finances. I do not think either the Leader
of the Opposition or the Leader of the Coun-
try Party will suggest that becaunse the
question of finance is showing signs of age,
it is not still a matter of vital importance
and one calling for special attention. There
appears to he a conspiraey of silence amony
the Opposifion every time the financial ques-
tion comes up for consideration. I regard
that silence as an indication that, to a de-

gree, members opposite are satisfied with the’

manner in which the fnances of the State
have been administered by the present Gov-
ernment. When things were not so good,
during the years from 1911 to 1914 and on-
wards through the war period, the case was
otherwise. Despite all explanations of what
in those days particularly was known as the
deficit, there was a continuons cry that the
bad econdition of the finances was due
to Labour administration. 1 have a sas-
picion now that if the finances were not so
satisfactory, the full blame would be threwn
or “Labour administration.” It must also
be remembered that during the past two
years the Government have been faced with
considerable increases in expenditure, in the
same Way a3 businesses and industries
thronghout the State have been affected.
There were large increases which could not
be foreseen when the last Budget was being
prepared. I shall say nothing about the
manner in which the Premier’s forecast has
been verified, except that the figures in the
aggregate correspond. What I am con-
cerned with is that althongh the Premier has
had to meet obligations which could not Le
anticipated, the Opposition, whose business

it is to eriticise, have not been able to sug-

gest effectively that the finances -have been
administered in any but a capable manner.
We muost also bear in mind that in a young
State like Western Australia something more
is required than mere economy. It is nat
advisable or desirable that Western Austra-
lian Governments should start out merely
with the idea of making ends meet. - The in-
dustries of onr State are young, and in such
a position that they should receive the ntmost
consideration from any Government hap-
pening to be in power. The position of the
State’s development is such that Governments
are bhound to extend generous treatmenti ro-
wards industries needing assistance. Cer-
tainly the Treasurer must exercise care :nd
have regard for ceonomy, but it would %e
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disastrous, in the present position of West-
ern Australia, if the Government adopted
the view that their business was to cloge
down on all expenditure, rather than the
view that this is a young and ex-
panding State. If the Government want to
inspire confidence and encrgy in the eiti-
zens of the State, they must show contidence
and enterprise themselves. We bhave passed
the period when our people were inclined tu
take rather a dismal view of Western Aus
trulia’s future. We have got over the sowe.
what severe times which were the result of
drought and war. We have reached the stage
when eonfidence in the State is re-established.
We are all apt to think that distant fields
are green, that in some way Western Aus
tralia is handicapped relatively to the East-
ern States. It is true that in the matter of
secondary industries, and also in other re
spects, Western Australia has been made lc
fecl that it is not exactly the equul of the
East; but from a necessarily brief and cur
sory review of the Eastern States T have re
turned with & strong impression that where
as in some directions they have an advantug
over Western Australia, there are compen
sations which fully justify the view that n
State is likely to make as much progress ir
the near future as ours. The Kastern State:
seem fo be in a condition of arrested de
felopment. They have passed througl
periods of prosperity, and now appear t
have fallen down on the job. Take the cas
of South Australia, a country which largel

depends on its agricultural induostry
just as Western Australia does. Ther
is not the same disposition on th

part of South Australian people to ex
pand, to take risks for the sake of de
velopment, as there is in this ecountry
The South Australian who wants to specu
late in the farming industry dees not go int
undeveloped eountry, but prefers to pur
chase a farm already developed. Soutl
Australia bas. got farming down to a busi
ness proposition. The question of what ca
be paid for a given area of land with |
view to profitably farming it has been re
duced to a hard husiness caleulation. As:
consequence, the continued exchanges of ex
isting holdings have raised the prices ¢
farming lands considerably beyond the pric
of similar lands in Western Australia, TIn
deed, there are cases in which land of a cer
tain quality has changed hands in Soufl
Australia at nearly double the price whiel
the same quality of land would bring W
Western Australia.
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Mr. Lindsay: Three times the price.

Mr. MILLINGTON: A farmer who has
come here from South Australia tells me
that there he sold land suitable for mixed
farming at as high a price as £22 per acre,
and that here he has bought nearly three
times the area at £7 per acre, and he de-
clares that his Western Ausiralian land is
quite equal to that which he disposed of in
South Australia.

Mr. Stubbs: And the rainfall here is more
certain.

Mr. MILLINGTON : In compensation for
our less fortunate position in point of see-
ondary industries, we have the advantage
that wheat growing is fast becoming a busi-
ness proposition here, and that in this re-
spect we are well situated. The eapital cost
of our land—a pgreat factor in the cost of
production—is so much below the capital
cost of land in the Eastern States that we
shall be in a position to produce more
cheaply in future—having regard to all
charges, overhead, capital and otherwise—
than the Eastern States. Farming is becom-
ing our prineipal industry, and therefore we
have every reason to leok hopefully towards
the prospects of developing the State and
of satisfying not enly our own people, hut
other people, that Western Australia can
hold its own in the industry upoun which it
chiefly depends. Also, in thiz State there is
a dispositicn on the part of the farming
and pastoral communities to adopt the most
up-to-date methods. Our very existence de-
pends on that disposition, and it is pleasing
1¢ note that thnse engaged in the {wo great
primary industrics are sufficiently up to date
to enable us to say that those industries are
in safe hands. In view of all the circum-
stances, we are justified in predieting that,
in respect of those indunstries, Western Aus-
tralia will easily hold its own; for, whereas
in the Eastern States those industries have
virtnally reached a standstill, in Western
Australia they have a 1most promising
future. So, when people are inclined to
take a doleful view of the frture of the
State. we should remember that those in the
primary industries are rapidly progressing,
and that the Government are doing all they
can to further their progress. Therefnre
I say we are justified in our convietion that
Western Australia has entered upon a period
of prosperity. In view of that, the Govern-
ment are entitled to enaet their progressive
poliey. It is no longer for us to worry un-
dnly about our finances. Rather shonld we
take the view that the Government must be
essentially progressive. They are entitled to
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be optimists, for they have something with
which to back their optimism. 1t is satis-
factory to note that our increased revenue
is such that, despite the inevitable increase
in expenditure, there is no longer any cause
for alarm; and we can take the view that
Western Australia has turned the finaneial
corner, that full eonfidence has been re-estab-
lished, and that of all the States of the Com-
monwealth ours has the most promising
future. Even the Opposition have taken a
friendly view of the record of the Govern-
ment. The member for Pingelly (Mr.
Brown) bears the reputation of being a most
honest man; in faet his honesty is equalled
only by his inconsistency. He was so honest as
to eandidly admit the capable way in which
the Government were econducting the affairs
of the State. His inconsistency was shown
when he expressed the hope that they wounld
meet with calamity in March next. He was
both congratulatery and regretful; indeed,
his speech was a series of congratulatory re-
grets. The present Labour Government are
not faced with the indifferent season of 1911
and the drought and war of 1914. They are
reaping their just deserts and have before
them an era of prosperity. No amount of
misrepresentation could now alarm the
people of the State into fearing the conse-
quences likely to follow from Labour ad-
minigtration.

Hon. @ Tarlor interjected.

Mr. MILLINGTON: T can quite under-
stand that the hon. member might not take
so optimistic a view as some others would,
He can tell of the times when Laverton was
one of the noted towns of the goldfields, and
when it represented a rapidly expanding in-
dustry. However, he is still young enough
to glory in the faet that although Western
Australia is faced with the decline of the
gold-mining industry, there is a correspond-
ing expansion in other primary industries.
We have now reached the stage where West-
ern Australia can get a fair deal from its
Governments, and its Governmenis can get
a fair deal from the people. Consequently
the outlook is bright, we have no time for
croakers, and our optimism is fully justified.
There are included in this verv ereditable
record of the Government other matters en-
titled to serious nofice. My friends, the
members representing the North, are fully
alive to the importance of developing that
great country. The Government have heen
handieapped with regard to that question.
To-day the position is more problematieal
than ever, owing to the proposals of the
Federal Government. The present State
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Government have gone out of their way to
inforn themsclves as to the potentialities of
the North-West. They have paid the
closest attention to representations by mem-
bers representing the North, and only the
cnormous financial liabilities that would
have to he incurred have prevented the Gov-
ernment from propounding a scheme for
the development of that ecountry. We are all
anxious that mistakes should be aveided, but
I am econfident the Government have in
hand the problem of developing {he Nortb,
and 1 know they will be sufficiently enter-
prising to unhesitatingly embark upon any
sciteme offering a probability of smecess. 1
am sure the question will be kept promin-
ently before the Government by members re-
presenting the North, Although ecoming
from a wetropolitan  constitueney, I am
deeply sympathetic with the North-West and
keenly alive to its possibilities. Any scheme
for its development will have my enthusias-
tic support, and, I am sure, that of other
metropolitan members. It is an obligation
upon all of us. Although I have not had
an gpportunity to visit the North, I am dis-
tinetiy hopeful of the prospects of that
vast country. Presumably, this is one of
the questions contemptuously referred to by
those whe say there is nothing new in the
Speceh delivered by His Excelleney. Prom-
inence was given in that Speech to the ques-
tion of migration. I do not for a moment
believe that the Leader of the Opposition
would say this is a subject of no interest.
Land secttlemenf, of course, is the oldest
question in this State, but none the less it
is of absorbing interest. Is there any eoun-
try in the world where a progressive land
settlement policy is more essential than in
Western Anstralia? Do any of us yet realise
the possibilities of land setilement in this
State? Of eocurse, in the early days of any
new country, land settlement is compara-
tively easy. Up to a certain stage the land
setiles itself. In later stages the problem is
much more difficult. In a State such as this,
we cannot afford to sit down and allow land
settlement merely to fake its own course.
The Government have to frame an approved
policy for the fostering of land settlement.
Only recenily have we come fo realise the
value of =ome of our light land. I am sure
members representing country districts give
the Government full credit for heing most
sympathetic to any proposal for testing the
valne of those lands. In South Australia
and other States there is not the same sym-
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pathetic assistance given to the development
of doubtful areas. We are ahead of South
Australia in this respect. Here we realise
the neecessity for expanison, and any practi-
cal proposals put before the Government by
country members receive the most sympu-
thetic consideration of Ministers. At one
time it was thought that some of our light
lands were valueless, but to-day it is realised
how foolish that idea was. 1 passed over
onthack goldfields country many years ago
and similar country also, and, like many
others, did not realise the wonderful pas-
foral possibilities that existed there. With
the decline of the rining industry there will
certainly be an expansion in that part of
the State far greater than any of us at
present realise, In the old days we looked
upon Southern Cross as the desert; we know
now what it is capable of producing so far
as agriculture is coneerned.  There is ne
doubt about the quality of the soil on the
goldfields, and who is to say, with the ad.
vancement of science, what we may expeci
in the way of production in that part of the
State. Experiments in the goldfields have
proved what the fand there is like and we¢
may yet be shown that some kind of shrub
such as salt bush, will be capable of culti-
vation in those parts.

Hon. G. Taylor: It is fine sheep country
as it is.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Even the Nullaboi
Plains, 1 was assured by a practical pastor
alist from Scuth Australia, may be turnec
into profitable use provided the water diff
calty can be overcome. When we hear thos
men who are the stay-nt-home kind, declar
that the outback country is no good, anc
compare their opinion with that of men o
vision, we eannot but be impressed by the
opinions of the latter in respect of the pos
sibilities of the Eastern Goldfields country
We are justified in assuming that with th
advancement of science, and the opportun
ities for experimenting, as well as with th
enterprise that has been displayed in recen
years, the possibilities of Western Australi
from an agricultural and pastoral point o
view, are enormouns. So in regard to lanp
gettlement, even if money has to be expended
and even if the ledger does not bhalanee, ther
is no reason why the Government should no
be congratulated on this enterprise and th
experiments they are carrying out in th
hope of bringing about that expansion tha
we all desire to see. The Leader of th
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Opposition will agree that some credit is due
even to the Labour Government for the man-
ner in which they have faced the various
problems. The subject of group setilement,
if iv has been preductive of nothing else,
has certainiy been responsible for some long
discussions here. 1 think that move interest-
ing stories have been i6ld in conneetion with
that question than members ever heard be-
fore.

Hon. G. Taylor: Did you hear the member
for Murchison last night?

My, MILLINGTON : Yes, and members re-
presenting the South-West also. Group set-
tlement has come lo stay, and in this respect
we must give full credit to those responsible
for the initiation of the scheme.

Hon. G. Tavlor: Tt will justify itself just
as wheat cultivation has donc.

Mr, MILLINGTOX: It being in  ilw
nature of an experiment I would have pre-
ferred to see that experiment carried out on
a smaller seale. But we are in it now, and
must see it through. It is a vast experiment
but T am convineed that it will be responsible
for bringing into productivity land in the
South-West that otherwise might never have
heen touched. That country is not easily
capable of settlement, particularly the
swamp lands, which require a big seheme
and the expenditure of econsiderable sums
of money in the initial stages. The present
Government have not slowed down on the
work; they have donc their ubmost against
areat diflicullies to carry on and satisfy the
seitlers. Of course it is impossible to satisfy
all, but has there ever been any big problem
underfaken which has given satisfaction to
everyone. I should say that the represenia-
tives of the country districts are prepared to
give eredit to the Minister for Lands for his
sympathetic admninistration of the Lands De-
partment,

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. MILLINGTOX: Let me refer to the
question of the supply of wire netting and
the manner in which it has been handled by
the Minister. The matter was taken up by
the Federal Government, but they were ob-
livious of the eonditions that existed over
here. The Minister for Lands had sufficient
enterprise to take the risk of supplying the
netting to those who needed it. Tt meant
that if petiing was not to be supplied thers
would have heen no crops to speak of this
vear. Representatives of the farming dis-
tricts will give full credit to the Minister
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for the sympathetie way in whieh he listened
to ihe requests of the people on the land.
This has always been a characteristic of
the Minister whenever just and reasonanle
¢launs of the community bave been Lrouvght
under his notice. These remurks also upply
to Ministers in charge of other deparl-
ments. The Governor's Speech disclozes a
magnificent record of achicvement. [ have
hstened to many speeches delivered at the
opening of Parliament but it has nevar been
possible to compare any other with that io
which we listened at the opening of the
present session.  Sometimes an attempt is
made to contemptuously review thiz Jdoen-
ment which sets out the record of the mast
capable Govermment that lias been in charga
of the affairs of this State, and in saying
this, 1 include previous Labour Govern-
ments.

Mr. Latham: Tell us something new that
they started.

Mr, MILLINGTON: It is not the Gov-
ernment’s  business to start  fantastie
scliemes which the hon. member himself
would he the first to condemn.

Mr. Latham: No, they are carrying on
a jolly eood poliey.

Mr. MILLINGTON: They are carrying
on the actual affairs of the State and
nothing fantastic, They have actually done
the job. If thnse members who represent
country distriets are not peointing out this
taect 1 will take the oppertunity to do so.
1 stood heside the member for Canning
{Mr. Clydesdale) whilst the Governor was
reading the Speeeh in another place. There
was no doubt about the dignified manner
and the cullured diction of His Exccllene,
as he read the document. It spunded like
a poem, The member for Canning, wha is
not easily moved, was impelled to remark,
“That's the stuff.”

Mr. Mann: 1)id he smile when he said it®

Mr. MILLTNGTON: 1 never Leforz saw
him ro delighted. We ull have snel short
wemories.  What was recorded in the
Speech has bheen going on for two years
and we lave to be reminded of the achieve-
ments of lhe Government. It may be an
old husinvss certainly, but it is andier new
management, and that new management
has livened things up considerubly and has
cshown an enterprising dash whieh has
completcly upset those who used to earry
on under the old siyle. Of course we ¢annot
expeet our friends to admit that, but the
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records show that under the new manage-
ment the business of the State has advanced
marvellously. As soon as we buve fixed
up the Federal and State relationships we
shull find the BMinister for Works very
sympathetic. Up to date he has been
poverty stricken, bat immediately he gets
the funds that he expects to receive, he
will make things move.

Mr. Latham: There is no doubt he has a
lot of promises to fulfil.

Mr. MILLINGTON: He has everything
in train, and immediately funds are made
available the spending
move, and the people who want main roads
and watfer supplies will have their requesis
attended to. There will then be no unem-
ployed; everybody will be fully occeup:ed.

Hon, G. Taylor: There is gnite a number
to find work for.

Mr. MILLINGTON : The reference in fhe
Speech to the Agricultural College mects
with the approval of our friends opposite.
That is a mew project and it is important
to those who realise the value of such an
institution in a young country. We know
what has been done elsewhere and when
we consider that we are in competi:ion
with other parts of the world, if we are fo
exist dgainst that competition, we wmust
bring ourselves up to date. Those who
engage in agrienltnral porsuits musi have
every advantage so far as ftraining is con-
cerned, and the valne of an agrienltural
college will prove itself to be more than
those with short vision realise. I congratu-
late the Government on the advance they
are makng in respect of the dissemination
of knowledge. Too long have the country
distriets been neglected, not only in regard
to agricultural ednecation, but education
generally, and though T represent a metro-
politan constituency, anything that will
tend towards the hetterment of education
in the country will always receive my en-
thusiastie support. The people outback
are entitled to the best that ean be given tn
them, and the present Government, it will
be found, will not adopt a psraimonions
attitude. The reference to agriesltural
water supplies is an interesiing as well asg
a new snhject. We have had sufficient
enterprise to launeh out with a more ad-
vanced poliey than that of our predecessors.

Mr. Latham: Exactly the same poliey.

Mr. MILLTNGTON: They have heen do-
ing what others have heen talking about for

machinery will "
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years. lnstead of being in the air, the water
works are on the rocks.

Lon. U. Taylor: 'That is where you will
land the country if you do not look out.

Mr. MILLINGTON: The Government
have eonstructed reservoirs, and that must he
n wmatter of great satisfaction to the farmers.

Mr. Latham: Omne only has been finished
to date.

Mr. MILLINGTON: T am afraid the mem-
her for INalgoorlie (Hon, J. Cunningham)
lins shown more enthuiasm on the question of
water supplies in the outer areas than have
a good wany farmers. The thing that amazes
me aboul the present (iovernment is the way
thev have attended to the affairs of the coun-
try an so many varied directions.

Mr. Mann: You are going so far that
we are commencing to doubt your sineerify.

Mr. Sampson: “Methinks he dotb pro-
test too much.”

Mr., MILLINGTON: Not at all.

Mr. Sampson: Youn are protesting afto-
gether too vigovously,

Mre. MILLINGTON:  'The pext subjeet 1
will deal with vepresents one of the biggest
problems that has been tackled by the Gov-
crnment, a problem that is more diffienit
than that of finance or of land settlement.
1 refer to industrial relationshipa,

Mr. 8anu: [ thought you were going to
refer to the Cambridge-sireet trams.

My, MILLINGTON: ‘The industrial prob-
Iem has heen faced in Australia more than
anywhere else, but even here it is a long way
from being solved. T have been closely as-
sociated with this problem for many years
past.  Inm Australin the machinery has been
created for eontrolling the problem whereas
other cuanlries have left it much to chance,
T remember a conference, convened by Sir
Jawes Mitchell when he was Premier, the ob-
ject of which was to consider this problem.
Representatives of the unions and of the
Emplovers’ Federation diseussed fhe neces-
ity for amending our arbitration laws. Both
sides agreed that the Act was inefficient and
had berome obsolete. They also agreed that a
permanent ecurt should be set up instead of
the old part-time arrangement.  Another
point on which they were agrced was that
subsidiary courts should be set up to deal
with matters of interpretation and so forth.
But the task of giving effect to these de-
visions was left over for the present Govern-
ment to undertake. The work of the present
Administration will have a far-reaching ef-
flect throughout the State. It has ofien been
satd that the best way to deal with indus-
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trinl troubles is to make provision o over-
come points of difference before they are
magnified into open breaches between the
parties concerned.  Already the advantages
of the amended legislation are apparent, not
only lo the workers, but to the employers,
who recugnisce the steps taken in the direc-
tion of industrial peace. If the Government
were to do nothing more than they have al-
ready achieved in their amendments to the
Arbitration Act and the Workers' Compen-
sation Aet, they would have amply justified
their existence, ‘Their work will never be for-
gotlen by the people, and their cfforts will
always stand to the eredit of present-day
Ministers. 'The legislation is as up-to-date
as, if, indeed, it does not represent n great
ndvance upon, smilar legislation in other
parts,

Hon. G, Tavlor: So long as both sides ad-
here to the decisions of the conrls, it will he
all right. Unless that is the result, failure
must follow.

Mr. MTLLINGTON: From the results we
have seen =0 far, I should say it will be all
right.

Hon. (. Taylor: I hope so, at any rate.

Mr, MILLINGTON: Much satisfaction
has been oxpressed by representatives of
unions and of the employers alike regarding
the cxtended scope of the Arbitration Court
ond the subsidiary tribunals. So rauech for
the administration and legislation of the Gov-
ernuent. I do not take the view that beenuse
the mining industry has been showing signs
of declining, no cffort should be made Lo stop
the downward tendency. The industry has
done much for Western Australia.

Hon., G, Tavlor: For all Australia.

Mr, MILLINGTOXN: From persoual ex-
perience, I know the dangers of the oceupa-
tion. Beeanse of the large numbers of men
employed in the industry we should not stand
jidly by and allow it 1o collapse. Were that
tu happen, it would indeed be u calamity.
With a gradual decline an opportunity is af-
forded to place miners in other industries.

Hon. G Taylor: We know Lhe ealamity
that follows when even one mine eloses down,

AMr. MILLINGTOXN : That is so. I have
kuown of fairly large towns depending upon
one nine alone, Tt is generally recognised
that in the outer centres a mine ¢un main-
tain a community of some 500 souls. Should
surh a mine cease operations, the homes of
those people are rendered pructically useless
and the men are thrown on the labhour mar-
ket until they ean be absorbed in other di-
rections. In these cireumstances it is easy to
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understand why members generally are
anxious to avoid anything like a serious col-
lapse of mining, such as was threatened a
little while age. Whatever suppert 1 can
render will be available when any attempt is
made to revive and reconstruet our gold min-
ing industry, together with improved
methods of treatment. Members on Lhe Op-
position side of the House will not complain
regarding the Government's railway pro-
pozals. In these days a member of Marlia-
ment is almnst required to apologise for re-
presenting people instead of territory, bhut
notwithstanding that I represent a metro-
politan constituency, I am anxicus to give
every assistance to sehemes that will help to
develop the country districls. It can be
claiined that no city member has opposed the
construction of a railway once he was satis-
fied thal it was necessary for the develop-
went of a rural area. In return we ask the
couniry representatives to see that the metro-
politan members receive a fuir deal and
sympathetic treatment when nrgent require-
ments are brought before the Iouse. One
question of great importance is mentioned in
the Governor's Speech, I desire to give the
member for Perth (Ar. Mann) every credit
for the enargetic and capable manner in
which he has advacated the establishment of
central markets. I have interested myself
in that question and appreciate the import-
ance of it. There are many market gar-
deners in the Oshorne Park district and they
tell e that without the provision of a eent-
ral market. it iz and will be most difficult to
earn a livelilood. We realise that the in-
dustry is becoming sweated. Jf we are not
careful we shall have in sueh areas a com-
munity of mean whites who, instead of earn-
ing at least the basic living wage, will be
eompelled to live under conditions that will
represent not only a menace but give us
cause for shame. Market gardeners without
reasonable facilities for disposing of their
products are in much the same position as
workers withont an opportunity to labour.

Hon. G. Taylor: There are plenty of
buyers if only the market gardeners can get
to them.

Mr. MILLINGTON: We have discussed
this question with the producers and there
is one point on which all growers from
Albany to Geraldton are unanimous. They
all agree that the estahlishment of a central
markat will bave a wonderful effect wpon
the industry. While it is agreed that in one
sense thr creation of eentralised markets
will mean a monopoly, the growers stress
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the necessity for spaec being available in the
markets where trading by private treaty
can be carried on. We discussed the ques-
tion with the Minister for Agrieulture and
tound him entirely sympathetic. In the past
we have argued as to whether there should
be mubicipal or Government control. When
a vote was taken regarding the report of the
select committee appointed to inquire into
this question, it was obvious that members
would not agree to confer power upon the
City Council to establish markets. There is
no doubt that prejudice existed respecting
the council. Of eourse, legislation restrict-
ing their powers would have been provided,
bt the fact remuins that there was no dis-
position at all to grant the City Council the
powers desired. An endeavour was made to
arrive at an agreement regarding the ques-
tion of control. The position was placed be-
fore the Minister, who said that the matter
would be discussed by Cabinet. Now we
know that Cabinet has decided to introduce
a measure to establish a publie trnst with
power to  construet and control public
markets.

Hon. G. Taylor: And to horrew money?

Mr. MILLINGTON: Yes. Many advant-
ages will acerue from such a provision and
many of those concerned, with whom I have
disenssed it, agree that it preserves the prin-
ciple of public control and public ownership.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MILLINGTON: The Government
have promised to introduce a Bill for the
establishment of a central market in Perth.
This is an urgeni matter requiring the at-
tention of all wembers, and particularly
those representing the district that will be
most affected. There has heen a good deal
of discussion over various more or less suit-
able sites. The site in Marquis-street was
acquired in 1911, but despite all promises
it has remained unmtilised. Existing mar-
keting arrangements in the metropolitan
area are completely out of date and un-
suited for a city such as Perth. I hope that
during the present session authority will be
given for the establishment of new markets.

Hon. G. Tavlor: In Marquis-strest?

Mr. MILLINGTON: I cannot say where
the markets should be, but all those inter-
ested in the question seem lo reward the
Marquis-sireet site as suitable. However,
we have arrived at a stage where we should
eliminate anything and everything that has
been responsible for delay.
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Mr. Sampson: We must nof eliminate the
kerbstone markets.

Ar. MILLINGTON: 1 am not prepared
to go into that question. I do not wish to
touch upon anything controversial. What
I want to see is unanimity in respect both
of control and site. Given that, the details
ean be diseussed when the time arvives. I
do plead that nothing should be allowed to
further delay the erection of suitable mar-
kets. One matter of vital interest to which
T would direet attention is the electorate of
Leederville. Tt is with ane exception the
most populous, and without any exception
the most important, in the State.

Mr. Richardson: Oh, dicken!

Mr. MILLINGTON: According to official
sfatistics the adult population has now
reached 13,300. Since the last elections it
has inereased by hetween 3,000 and 4.000,
and it will he of interest fo the Minister for
Migralion to learn that during last year
two Leederville mothers qualified for the
17ina’z bounty, I may also say thai Leeder-
ville is the electorate responsible for the most
beauntifn! lady in Australia. And now that
it has heen decided that she is the most
beautiful and ecultured lady in Australia,
it goes without saying that “Miss Australia”
will soon be acclaimed the most beautiful
lady in the world.

Mr. Lindsay: Tt is time you had a look
at the London girls.

Mr. MILLINGTON: I have made in-
quiries and T find that this popular vouns
lady is only 19 years of age, so she is in no
danger of any serious competition. Also
I may mention that T.eederville is the hnma
ground of the West Perth foothall elnb.

Hon. G. Taylor: There is nothing verv
flattering in that.

Mr. MILTINGTON: Tf affords Y.eeder-
ville an added claim to notoriety. “More-
over T may say that club are sure to he the
minor premiers this year and, despite what
the memher for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe and
others may contend, they are pretiy sure to
be the premiers of Western Australia. If
the eleetorate was in need of any further
grounds for notoriety, T can assure memhers
that in Oshorne Park there are to he fonnd
the finest milkers in the States. At the last
election two questions were partienlarly ex-
ercising the minds of the people in the
Leederville electorate. One was that of
water supply. It was the most diseussed
question in the metropolitan area. The pre-
sent Administration, through the Minister
for Works, has heen resnonsible for revo-
lutionising the water supply in my electorate.
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The problem was taken in hand in the most
capable manner by the Minister, with the
result that during the last two summers very
few complaints were heard. I congraulate
the Minister on baving brought our water
supplies np to date. Not only has all re-
ticulation been attended to, but the ques-
fion of future supplies has been grappled
with by the Minister. Having regard to the
growing population it will be necessary to see
that existing supplies are extended =o as to
ensure the people against any scarcity. In
attending to this, the Minister has shown
most commendable enterprise.  Two years
ago, the water supply in the metropolitan
area was an outstanding grievance, but the
Governmnent have, as far as possible, over-
come the diffienlty. Anotber question agitat-
ing the people of Leederville at the last
election arose from the fact that for 20
years West Leederville had been denied a
tramway service. I now publicly congratu-
late the Government and the Minister for
Railways on the fact that the line has been
started.

Mr. Teesdale: You always seem to have
gsomething to be thankful for.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Yes, I have. Now
that the Government have aftended to the
needs of my district, the least I can do is to
publicly proclaim the faet.

Mr. Teesdale: Your seai must now be
pretty safe.

My, MILLINGTON: T have already pre-
dicted that the West Perth football elub will
be this year's premiers, and I may say I
confidently expect that at the mext election
Lesderviile will repeat its decizion of two
years ago. I have taken this opportunity
to express my belief that the Government
have madc an earnest and suescessful endeav-
our to accomplish all that was expeected of
them. Representing as I do the second most
populous clectorate and the most important
in the State, T am confident that the people
of that clectorate warmly appreciate the man-
ner in which the affairs of the State are
being adminis{ered agd the benefieial nature
of the legislation enacted by the present Gov-
ernment, I believe the people of the State
have every confidence in the Government and
will take the earliest opportunity of express-
ing that confidence in the most tangible form.

MR. MANN (Perth) [7.40]: The Premier
in opening his remarks on the Address-in-
reply said he expeeled that most members
would speak on the dehate and also that
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they would wander a good deal and touch
upon almost every point of the compass.

Mr, Teesdale: God knows, they have too!

Mr. MANN: The member for Leederville
certainly vindicated the Premier’s predietion.
The Premier also said that the Government
would aceept any helpful eriticism; but he
suggested that the Government themselves
were the best judges of what acts they should
be eriticised for. He was hopeful, he said,
that any eriticism of their acts would be of
a favourable nature. ‘It is very easy for on-
lookers to criticise the players in a game,
even though those onlookers could not possi-
bly do as well as the players. I trust that
any criticism I may offer will be accepted
by the Premier as helpful. At all events I
put it forward in that spirit. ‘The Minister
for Railways, addressing a mceting of the
Metropolitan Couneil at the Trades Hall re-
cently, is reported to have said that the first
interest of a country was the production of
wealth.

The Minister for Railways: You subscribe
to that¥

Mr. MANN: Yes. He said also that re-
forms and improvements were more casily
made in a country that was prosperous, and
were impossible when stagnation existed. I
subscribe to that also, The Minister was
reported to have said that the sucecess of a
Government was judged by their financial
administration. He claimed that the Gov-
ernment of which he was a member had
successfully administered the affairs of the
coountry since they had been in office. He
partienlarly emphasised his own administra-
tion.

Mr. Richardson: Naturally.

Mr. MANN: But there are several view-
points from which success may be consid-
ered, and I am inclined to view th: success
of the (fovernment’s administration as re-
flected in the condition of the people within
the State, their prosperity and contentedness.’
In this respect I am afraid the Government
have not been as successful as was expected,
and probably not as snceessful as they them-
sclves hoped to be. From the time of their
taking office there has been a constunt in-
crease of unemployment and a constant in-
crease of easual employment. When I speak
of cazual employment I refer to those men
who get g month’s work and are out of work
for a month, then a fortnight’s work and out
of work for a month, and I do not include
them amongst the unemployed. We have had
an excess of unemployment. 1 ao not sug-
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gest that the Government have not done their
utmost to find work, bub it is not possible
for the Government to be the employers of
all men. That is where I think the Govern-
ment have to some extent failed. They have
been endeavouring to absorb all the unem-
ployed, rather than to push on with a de-
velopment policy, as a result of which pri-
vate employers would have provided work
for many men.

The Minister for Justice: Apparently you
did not hear the speech by the Minister for
Lands the other night.

Mr. MANN: T know and appreciate the
work of the Minister for Lands as well as
that of other Ministers. I am satisfied the
Minister for Lands has continued the policy
of the previcus Government and probably
hias extended it, too, with considerable sne-
cess. But that does not alter the fact that
there hag been an increase of nnemployment.

The Minister for Works: Yes, it does.

Mr. MANN: On the 13th February of this
year a meeting of nnemployed was beld at
the Trades Hall. Thus hefore the whent
carting had been completed, probably belore
the harvesting had-been finished, there was
a meeting of unemployed in Perth. Mr. Ken-
neally and Mr. Barker took chargé of the
meeling and arranged a deputation to the
Premmr

Mr. Panton: Was that the day when you
were deposed as leader?

Mr, MANN: On the 20d March of this
year a Federal Royal Commission on
National Insurance sat in Perth to inguire
into the question of insurance against un-
employment. Several of the witvesses who
gave evidence could not be considered at all
biassed or prejudiced againsl the present
Government, so we are forced to accept theuir
evidence a5 reliable Among the witnesses
was Patrick James Mooney, secretary to the
Metropolitan Council of the A.L.P., Wost-
ern Ausiralian branch, who said—

There were ahout 10,400 members, the maj-
ority of whom belonged to the railway and
ghop assistants’ unions in this braneh, which
ineluded only the Perth area.  About 800 to
1,000 members were now uncmployed. About
500 of these were unskilled workers. These
men were out of work not owing to sickness
but directly owing to slackness of trade.
There were about 1,000 members of the shop
assistants’ union, and a fair number of them
were unemployed. The AW.U., whose mem-
bers were all unskilled workers, had between
400 and 3500 men unemployed. Witness attri-
buted the cause of unemployment to the fact
that harvesting had finished and shipping was
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not busy, and these factors contributed to o
general slackuess of trade.

Another witness who gave evidence was
Arthur James Watts, seeretary of the West-
ern Australian branch of the AW.U. He
told the Commission there were 9,000 mem-
bers in his unien, scattered throughout the
State and about 1,000 members were unem-
ployed, approximately 400 of them being in
the metropolitan area. He had never before
known unemployment to be so bad at thut
season of the year. Mr. Mooney gave ovi-
dence of 1,500 men and Mr, Watts of 1,000
men being unemployed at that time—March.

Mr. Lamond: All the shearers and shed-
hands engaged in the North at the present
time would have been in the metropolitan
area in March.

Mr. Richardson: The hon. member has
referred to only two unions,

Mr. MANN: Another witness was Henry
Vietor Simons, organising secretary of ilke
Amalgamated Engineers’ Union. His men-
bers numbered 1,700 and 32 of them were
unemployed. Mr. Trainer, secretary of the
Plumbers and Sheetmetal Workers’ Tinion,
gave evidence that a large number of his
members were unemployed.

Mr. Panton: Those are the same men
that Mooney spoke of.

Mr. MANN: No.

Mr. Panton: Yes; their unions are all
affiliated with the metropolitan couneil.

Mr. MANN: Mr. Mooney said that 300
to 1,000 of the members were unemployed
and 500 of them were unskilled warkers.

Mr. Panton: Men attached to the coun-
eil, of which be was seeretary. All ‘he
unions you have mentioned are affiliated
with the eouneil.

Mr. MANN: He said those men were
out of work owing to slackness of trade. To
show there has been an inerease of unem-
ployment, T am relying on the evidenee of
men who are secretaries of unions, who are
in toueh with their fellow workers all the
time, and would not give evidence with any
prejudice or bias against the present Gov-
ernment. This is the. problem the Govern-
ment have to grapple with, beecause it is in-
possible for the State to be prosperous when
there are such large numbers of men out of
work. Consider the ecanomie loss if we have
2,000 unemployed men in Perth, With an
earning capacity of probably £5 per week
each, there would he £10,000 a week lost to
the State. T have taken some trouble to
lock up figures and T find that sinee 1921
the population of this State has increased
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by 34,000, of which 32,000 are in the metro-
politan area, aund only 2,000 in the country
districts. Consequently, for every individnal
that has settled in the country, 17 have set-
tled in the metropolitan area. If we had
unemployment in 1921, no one would be
optimistic enough to believe that our second-
ary industries in the city had advanced suffi-
ciently fo absorb 17 persons to every one
who settled in the country. That is a point
I wish to stress.

The Minister for Justice: A lot of that
inerease would be due to births.

Mr. Lindsay: There are births in the
country as well as in the city.

Mr. MANN: That does not affect the
figures. While the metropolitan population
in the Commonwealth generally has been in-
creasing, there has been a decline in the num-
ber of persons employed in primary produe-
tion. The deecline in this State is duoe chiefly
fo the loss of population in the mining dis-
friets. In Western Australia in 1919 there
were 142,000 people in the metropolitan
area, which number has inereased to 176,000.
One factor that makes for unemployinent
and results in workers remaining only tem-
porarily in the conntry districts is the lack
of homes. If a thonsand men leave the met-
ropolitan area and go to the country during
the coming harvest, there are no homes to
which they ean take their wives and fami-
lies. The men have to live in the best ae-
commodation that the farmers can provide
and, when the harvest operations are over,
they will have no alternative to returning
to the city. They will probably send their
earnings to their homes each week and when
they return to the city they will have only
their last week’s wages. Tf there were cot-
tages in the country to which such men ~ould
take their families, we would have 500 ruen
who are going out to work on the farms
taking their families with them. When
their work was over they would probably
he out of employment for a few weeks
until seeding started, and then would have
another two or three months’ work. That
would be followed by twe or three months
of slackness, during which time they would
get a little work on the reoads, at feneing, or
at rabbiting, and would not return to the
city. It is impossible to rent a cottage be-
tween Perth and Southern Cross. There ave
no spec. builders providing cottages, and the
men themselves have not the means to bnild
homes. This is where the Government should
step in. If the Government spent £100,000
or more in building 500 workers' cottages—
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cheap places on the lines of the group cot-
tages—between Geraldton and Katanning,
they would have 500 families leaving the
metropolitan area and settling permanen’ly
in the country.

Mr. Lamond: You would not give them
as good homes as they have in the town.

Mr. MANN: The hon. member has not
grasped the point. The type of cottage I
suggest wounld suit these men and would in-
volve a rental of not more than 10s. or i2s.
a week. If cottages were built on the lines
of those in the metropolitan area, the rent
would be 25s. or 30s. o week. These work-
ers cannot afford to pay sach high rent. All
they want 1s a comfortable cotiage on five
acres of land, and given that they could
carry on well. A small rental of 10s. or 12s.
a week would pay interest and ultimately
wonld extinguish the capital ecost. The Gov-
ernment would have 500 happy and con-
tented families living in the country rather
than in the back streets of the metropolis
where they were half their time out of work
and half their time lacking sufficient food.

Mr. Marshall: You are late in waking
up to this proposal

Mr. MANN: The Government that I sup-
ported started it, and built some cottages
at Kununoppin and other towns.

Mr. A. Wansbrough : They have in-
sufficient cottages for the railway men.

Mr. MANN: I have not the figures up to
date for the State, but I have fizures for
the Commonwealth, showing the production
for last year. The Commonwealth produced
wealth to the extent of 392 millions, 81
millions being from agriculture, 102 millions
irom the pastoral industry, 42 millions
from dairving, 11 millions from forestry,
22 milliofis from mining and 132 millions
tfrom manufacturing., While there has been
a deerease in the number of persons em-
ployed in primary production there has
heen a steady increase in those employed
in manufactoring. If we had doring the
last six or seven years gone on keeping up
our average of those cmployed in primary
industries, we should have been able to
make room for larger numbers of persons
in our factories in the metropolitan area.
But we have not been ahle to sustain the
numbers; rather have they been redueced.
That is the reason for unemployment in
the metropolitan area. The Government
are wrong to compel men to register for
cmployment in Perth.
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The Minister for Railways: We did no!
do that.

Mr. MANN: If a man upplies for a job
n the eountry, he is told that the unem-
ployed are picked up in Perth.

The Minister for Railways: No. During
the last forinight we picked wp-men in
Wagin and Narrogin to work on the Wagin-
Bowelling line.

Mr. MANN: Men required on the Dwarda
railway and on relaying work have all been
picked up in Perth.

The Minister for Railways: They do not
need to register in the eity. Labour
bureaus are established all over the coun-
try.
The Mjmister for Works: There was not
a man sent out io the Norseman railway
from Perth. .

Mr. MANN: We would naturally expect,
with unemployed on the goldfields, that
the men would be reervited from that
centre. I am, however, speaking of the un-
employed within 150 miles of Perth. It
would he advisable to have registry offices
in the different country centres,

The Minister for Railways :
them there. .

Mr. MANN: Tt is strange that the men
floek in to Perth. They spend their last
week’s wages in the train fare, and arrive
in the city without a shilling. They register
for employment, and the next week they
are asking for ratious. They say they
prefer work, but if therc is no work they
throw themselves on the merey of the
Government.

The Minister for Railways: If they
register in the country, a definite percent-
age is takan for work in their particular
district.

Alr. MANN: That is not generally known.
It is understood they have to register in
Perth.

The Minister for Railways. That is not
80.

Mr. MANN: I have been in touch with
the men, and I know they flock to Perth
immediately their country jobs cease.

My. Teesdale : None come from the
North.,

The Minister for Lands: If they did,
there wonld be no one left there.

Mr. MANN: Finding work for men for
six or eight weeks on the tramlines, or
srome other casual job does not greatly
relieve the position. It is like giving a

We have
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dope to & man who lhas a pain and whosa
sufferings are alleviated only temporarily.

The Minister for Railways: Whay arve
vou to do with the men who are required
temporarily in the agricultural industry?

My, MANN: I have offered one sugges-
tion for overeoming the difficuliy, namely,
that of constiueting 500 or 600 cheap
workers’ cottages in the agricultural dis-
triets.

Mr, Panfon: Would they not starve in
the country as well as in the town?®

Mr. MANN: It would not be necessary
for them to starve there. I know of two
or three men who went out wheat lumping
some few years ago, and they took their
wives and Tfamilies with them and lived in
tents. They ecarned perhaps £40 or £50
and then put up a humpy. During slack
times they battled through by rabbiting
and taking feneing eontraets, until the next
year, and now they have their own little
cotfages, a cow and pigs and poultry. [£
they are out of work for n month or two
in the winter they have no rent to pay, no
wood to buy, and they can get through
until work starts again.

My, Brown: In some of the country
towns there is unemployvment to-day. Even
the local men eannot get work.

Mr. MANN: That may be happening in
districts where the farmers are not enter-
prising. When farmers are desirous of
developing their holdings they will avail
themselves of the unemployed.

Mr. Brown: There are many unemploved
along the Great Southern railway.

Mr. MANN: That is why the Great
Southern has not progressed as other paris
of the State have done.

Mr. Stubbs: That is not true.

Mr, Brown: [t is nonsense.

Mr. MANN: There is a general desire
amongst the youths who are growing np
to enter into city trades. They are en-
couraged by their parents to do so. These
people often come to me with their boys,
and ask me to help to get them into motor
garages and electrical shops.

The Minister for Lands: Do not we all
like to keep ounr ehildren at home?%

Mr. MANN: When we see the inevitable
coming, what is the use of trying to fight
against it? This is going on all througl!
Australia. The South Australian Govern-
ment recently endeavoured tfo ascertain
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why Victoria was supplying their market
with so many manufactured goods. A
Royal Commission was appointed. This
took evidenee in South Australia and Vie-
toria. 1 will read a few lines from the
evidence that was given. Jolin Aener, on
behalf of the Dangar Shoe Co., claimed
that the factories now in Australia eould
make in six’ months enough boots and shoes
to supply the Australian demand for a
whole year. The English manufacturer, he
said, enjoyed the advantage over the Aus-
tralian manufacturer in regard to installa-
tion expenses. The day would come when
Auslralia would require an expori market,
and he had in mind such eountries as New
Zealand, the Sovuth Sea Islands, and the
East. Local manufacturers monopolised
the Australian market with the exeeption of
ahout 5 per cent.  Competition was very
keen, and they could produce enough boots,
15,000,000 pairs, in six months to supply
the Australian requirements for a year. The
alternative was for factories to be idle for
periods, but to run elficiently they should
work up to their full capacity. At present
they were working only at ahout half that
speed.

The Minister for Railways: They get over
that by changing the fashions in boots and
shoes.

Mr. MANXN: Mr. Harkness gave evidence
in the same strain. Another gentleman gave
evidence rezarding the tanning industry.
Mr. Osborne, representing Hackett Bros.
Ltd., argued that business had inecreased in
Victoria during the last few years because
Melbourne was the home of boot manufae-
turers so far as Australia was coneerned.
If that is the position in the Eastern States,
where they have large and weli-established
factories, and they find that they are unable
to keep their workers fully employed, what
is the use of our trying to build up an un-
healthy city population when there is no
hope of finding constant employment for it?
We have to push the prople out into the
country. We must do this in a way that
will be suitable to them, and will render
them more comfortable and satisfied than
they are in the city. What applies te boot-
making applies also te woollen mills. Most
of the woollen mills in Victoria are working
only two-thirds of the machinery half-time.
They have only the Australian market to
supply. They cannot compete in overseas
markets, and their output is greater than
the demand.
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Mr, Lutey: The Albany mills are workieg
tull time and exporting 90 per cent. of their
products.

Mr. A, Wansbrough: That is so.

Mr. MANN: While that is the position in
our segondary industries, I now wish to show
the position in regard to the market for our
primary production. Here I have the report
of a statment made by Mr. A. B. Alexander,
M.P., secretary of the Parliamentary Com-
mittee of the Co-operative Congress of Great
Britain. It is headed “British Imports.
£300,000,000 a year for Produce.” The re-
port reads as follows:—

Mr. Alexander opened the discussion, and
said that in 1923 England paid £483,000,000
for imported produce. Included in this amount
was for Lacon £71,000,000, for bheef £48,000,-
000, for butter £77,000,000, for lamb £13,000,-
000, for mutton £16,000,000, for cheese £28,-
000,000, and for milk £2,500,000,

There is a market for our goods, and especi-
ally for the butter from. the groups. How-
ever, the trade will need organisation. I am
sure that if we apply ourselves to getting
the people into the country districts and
into primary production, there will be less
unemployment. The people will be engaged
in industries having markets for their goods.
In the country employment is continuous,
whilst in the city it is easuval and oftem alto-
gether laeking. I think I have said enough
on that matter, I make my remarks in no
spirit of carping eriticism, but with a desire
to put an end to the position of continual
unemployment that I and others have to
face from day to day. We see men whose
hearts are really breaking with the desire to
zet work, though T admit that there are some
persons who are almost alwavs unemploved,
and are glad to be organised with the
genuine unemployed. Undoubtedly there
are large numbers of men anxious to get
work and unable to get it. T desire to con-
gratulate the Government on developing
their tramway system. It is neceszary that
the people of the metropolitan area should
have adequate means of transport.  The
motor buses do to some extent serve districts
where there are no trams, but the bus form
of transport is not as cconomical for fra-
vellers as the trams are. Moreover, in the
thickly frequented streets the buses oceupy
too mueh space for the passengers they con-
vey. The time will come when the city of
Perth will have to confine motor traffic to
certain streets. A Roval Commission which
has been inquiring into this subject in Mel-
bourne reports that twn men riding in a
tram take up 6.8 square feet of space, while



416

two men in a motor car take up 37. There-
fore the Melbourne authorities are prohib-
iling motor cars from using certain erowded
streets. It is more economical to build tram-
ways before the streets are laid down. If
a street has been laid down with bitumen or
asphalt, and then has to be torn up to put
a tram in, the work becomes very costly., I
congratulate the Governmeni on extending
the trams in districts where they are needed.
~ The Minister for Reilways: The reason
you have mentioned is why we duplicated
that road to Victoria Park a little earlier
than otherwise we might have domne.

Mr. MANN: There is a matter on which
I must take the Minister for Raiiways to
task, and that is 1o connection with his per-
mitting Mr. Kenneally to interfere with the
administration of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways. I refer to the fact that Mr. Kenneally
instruefed certain railway employees, the
Engine-drivers and Firemen’s Union, nof to
do certain work.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: On whose authority
do you say that%

Mr. MANN: I have here a copy of the
notice’ which was posted up. It reads—

and Cleaners’
19th Feb-

Engine-drivers, Firemen,
Union., Ne. 1¢ Trades Hall, Perth,
ruary, 1926,

The Minister for lLands: That is the old
thing.

Mr. MANN: Tt may be old, but yet it is
new.

The gencral ecommittee has given attention
to the yuestion of the coupling and uncoupling
of engines on TFremantle passenger trains by
enginemen. IDeputations have waited eon the
departinental officers with a view to having
this question adjusted so that the traffiec men
would perform the work which correctly be-
longs te them. As negotiations have failed in
this direetion, it has been decided that, com-
mencing from Monday next, 22nd inst., en-
ginemen are not to do coupling or uncoupling
of engines, and that it is to be performed by
the traffie staff employed on the Fremantle
platform. T have been directed to forward
this intimation to the metropolitan branches in
order that, by having it posted in the notice
case, members will know of the managing
hodv’a decision in comnection therewith, and to
request that all drivers and firemen give due
attention to the matter. (Signed) J..J. Ken-
neally, General Secretary.

Mr. Panton: That was the genera! commit-
tee, not Kenneally.

Mr. MANN: T blame the official who took
the responsibility. ~The Commissioner of
Railways replied as follows:—

Perth. 20th FPebruary, 1926, Dear Sir--
My attention has been drawn to a notice is-
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sued by you, dated 19th inst., and cxhibited
at East Perth loco. depot on the subject of
coupling and uncoupling engines. No doubt
¥ou will recognise that the notice in question
in itself constitutes a direct attempt at what
is known as ‘‘job comtrol,’’ in that it incites
members of your wunion to [disobey lawful
orders relating to their work issued by the re-
gponsible authority under the Government Rail-
ways Aet, 1904, The practice now in vogue
—against which you are ineiting your mem-
bers to revolt—has been in operation for very
mauy years, and is certainly now exactly as
it was in 1921, when the conditions of cmploy-
ment of your members were last seftled by
the Arbitration Court. 1f your organisation
has any reason to desire any alteration of the
conditions of employment, your course is to
approach the Arbitration Court for an amend-
ment of the agreement registered at the Arbi-
tration Court, which now controls the situa-
tion . -

The Minister for Railways: That iz just
what was done.

Mr. MANN: It was done in the end, hut
the Minister permitted this to go on.

The Minister for Railways: Nothing of
kind, As soon as the men refused to do that
particular work, they were suspended. After-
wards the matter was referved to the Arbi-
tration Court, and settled.

Hou. G. Taylor: But you had to put on
other men to do the work these men re-
Fused to do.

The Minisier for Railways: One can only
suspend men who do not carry out their
duties, This was an industrial Jispute,

Mr. MANN: That eondition of affairvs con-
tinved, and there were daily statements in
the Press from the 22nd February to the
12th Mareh. BEach day the papers contained
something like this—

The trouble which arose between the Com-
missioner of Railways (Col. Pope) and the
Engine-drivers and Firemen’s Union regard-
ing the uncoupling of engines attached to pas-
scnger traing on arrival at Fremantle acems to
have hecome one between the Government and
the union. Negotintions took place yesterday
afternoon with representatives of the union and
the Premier {Mr, P. Collier) and the Minister
for Railways (Mr. J, C, Willeock). As a re-
sult of these negotiations the fines which would
have been imposed on members of engine crews
which had refused te perform the dutv re-
quested of them were not deducted from the
ordinary pay. The Minister for Railways
stated this morning he did not expect to meet
the union representatives again for a day or
two.

The Minister for Railways: The Minister
for Railways stuck to the policy of the Gov-
ernment and said, ¥This matter has to go to
the Arbitration Court, because it is an in-
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dustrial dispute.” And that is what hap-
pened. 'That was the only way the matter
could be settled.

My, MANX: Surely the Minisler for Rail-
ways has sufficient machinery to control his
department without letting Mr. Kenneaily,
who is a leader in the Labour movemeni,
step over his, the Minister’s head and take
charge of the conduct of the railways.

The Minister for Railways: These men
were suspended because they refused duty.
The matter developed into an indunstrial dis-
pute.

Mr. MANN: While the Minister was tak-
ing action against the men, could he not
have taken some action against Mr. Ken-
neally? :

The Minister for Railways: No.

Mr. MANN: The Minister could have
taken action, though it might have been a
little extreme.

The Minister for Railways: You are like
Mr. Bruoee, who goes around saying that
something should be done.

My, MANN: This went on until one of
the weekly papers began to refer to Mr. Ken-
neally as “Commissioner Kenneally.”

Myr. Panton: “The power behind the
throne.”

Mr. Richardson: What authority had Ken-
neally to put up the notice?

Mr. MANN: Buppose Mr. Kenneally had
put up a notice that no trains whatever were
to run, would the DMinister have sat
quietly? I serionsly put it to the Minister
that he onght not to permit any-outsider to
usurp his functions as Minister controlling
the Railway Department.

The Minister for Railways: Any man who
obeyed the command of the outside authority
was suspended or fined. The Arbitration
Court seitled this industrial dispute.

Mr. Lindsay: Some cases were settled by
the Minister without reference o the Arbi-
tration Court.

The Minister for Railways: No.

Mr. MANN: I think it my duty to bring
this matter to the notice of the Minister. 1
am sorry that my attacks are mostly directed
towards the Minister for Railways. 1 bave
vet another matter to bring to bis attention.

Mr. Marshall: This is the Minister’'s un-
lucky week.

Mr. MANN: Speaking recently at the
Trades Hall, the Minister referred to what
he had done for the employees under his
control, and pointed out that the 6d. per
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day increase all round, which was granted
last year, involved a total expenditure of
£60,000.

The Minister for Railways: That was fol-
lowing an arbitration award.

Me. MANN: I am coming to that.

Mr. Davy: If it was following an arbitra-
tion award, why did the Minister elaim eredit
for it?

The Minister for Railways:
claiming any eredif.

Mr. Davy: You claimed it as a politieal
achievement that you had raised the railway
men’s wages. If it was the court that did
it, how could you elaim any credit for it?

My, MANN: The Minister said he was

following the award of the Arbitration Court.
He ailso stated—

Eight thousand men were employed in the
Railway Department, and a peony a day addi-
tion to woges increased the total by £10,000
a year. The success or otherwise of a Gov.
ernment was usually judged by its financial
administration, and it would be realised that
in dealing with sueh a large department the
finaneial aspeet of alterations in eonditions
had always to be seriously considered. It
would be found that out of a total increased
wage dishursement of £225,000, just about 75
per cent., or £167,000 of the amount involved,
was absorbhed by departments under his control.
In many instances, although based on Arbi-
tration Court decisions, the increases were
granted as a matter of justice, without the un-
necessary delays and consequenl loss of value
of the increases which would have taken place
had the matter been listed for decision by the
court.

The Minister for Railways: Tell me what
1 wrong with that.

Mr. MANN: The Minister said he had
been following awards of the court. I am
pointing out now that he took action with-
out referring to the ecourt.

The Minister for Railways: No. The court
gave an award, and why should another
crowd of men be sent to the court to get
the same award?

My, MANN: The point I take exception
to is this—

I was nut

In conelusion the DMinister said: “‘This
brings me to the point as to whether the
Labour Government is successful. Ts it worth
while to work and fight to have a Labour Gov-
eriment and to retain them when they are in
power? Labour supporters and canvassers are
sometimes discournged when asked by people
who should vote Lahour: ‘What has Lubour
done? Tt makes no difference who is in power.’
When Ministers have all addressed the couneil,
detailing only some of the activities of the
Government, and have pointed out benefits
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which workets have received from legislative
and administrative actions, there will be 1
complete answer to those who are too apath-
etic even to inqguire what has been done.’’

The Minister for Railways: What is wrong
with that?

Mr. Davy: You say now the court did it,
but there you told them that you did it.

The Minister for Mines: Do you approve
of those increases or not?

My, MANN: I do not approve of Minis-
ters giving inereases with a view to collect-
ing votes.

Hon, ¢. Taylor: Yes, vote catching.

Mr. MANN: That is the way the Minister
put it to the union. He put it to them that
becanse he had given these increases they
were bound to vote for the Government,

Mr. Davy: And now he says that the coint
gave them.

The Minister for Railways: You are doing
me a great service in repeating that state-
ment. Tt is propaganda work.

Mr. Davy: But you say the eourt did it!

The Minister for Railways: And we cre-
ated the court that did it. You helped to
pass the Bill that contained the basiec wage
provision that enabled it to be done!

Mr. Davy: Nonsense!

The Minister for Mines: Why dispate it?

Mr. SPEAKEL: Order!

Mr. MANN: If the Minister thinks he i
justiied in doing that sort of thing, ana
canvassing for votes, I will let it go at that.

The Minister for Mines: Will you say
whether or not you approve of the incréases?

Mr. MANN: That is not the point.

Myr. Panton: It is a big point in the en-
velores on pay day.

The Minister for Works: The reason why
you will not answer the question is that you
are afraid you will lose some votes.

Mr. MANN: I have placed the faets lic-
fore the public and the electors cam judge
for themselves.

Mr. Marshall: You will want all the as-
sistance yon can get when the elections come
ronnd.

Hon. G, Taylor: You sat in silenez last
nisM when the member for East Perth was
tunitie ¥ou up.

The Minister for Mines: He is like youu;
he is in the same camp!

My, MANN: There is another mattor 1
desire to bring under the notice of the Gov-
ernment because it affects a part of the State
where, as in other parts as well, they are
sonmiewhat out of favour. Here is 2 picture
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shuwing some trueks loaded with wheal and
under it is printed the following: “God biess
Jimmy Mitehell! Look out for the next clze-
tion 1"

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Is that in the South-
West?

Mr. MANN: No, at Bullfinch.

Mr. Panton: Will you be able to get the
photograph in “Hansard”?

Mr. MANN: Haviog ventilated these
points, I hope Ministers will see to it that
ther? are no recurrences.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A, MeCallum—South Fremantle) [8.35]: I
do not proposc to detain the House very
long. Although this is the third Address-in-
reply to ke debated since the present Gov-
ernmeni have been in oflice, [ have soughi
in vain to dissect from the speeches delivered
by members sitting in opposition, any cause
'for complaint against the Administration.
With the exeeption of one point, I could not
find anything that called for an answer. lu-
deed, members opposite have been generous
in that each one has complimented the Gov-
erimenl upon having done something in his
clectorate. We are thus able fo show some-
thing aceomplished 1n every vonstituency re-
presented by our political opponents. One
would have thought that, seeing the present
is the lust session before the general elee-
tions, moembers opposite would have en-
deavoured to put up the best case possible
against the Government. In the final analysis
it is clear that their best endeavours resolve
themselves into a series of compliments to
the Government. The one point affecting my
department that has been adversely criticised
eoneerns the establishment of a State Insur-
anee Department to deal with the question of
workers’ compensation. The membor for
West Perth (Mr, Davy) was deputed Lo state
the case in opposition to that step. Ewven he
does not altogether object to what has bheen
done; his was a qualilied objection. His first
point was that the power given to the Min-
ister under the Workers' Compensation Ast
to approve of insurance companies hefore
thev eonld do business under that Act. was
interpreted by the Government ns giving the
Minister power to exereise some control over
the rates to be eharged by the companies do-
ing business under the Act. The member for
West Terth held that that was wrong. He
claimed that the right of approval to the
Minister was intended only to enable the
Minister to ascerfain whether the companies
were financially sound. He agssoried that if
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the pesition of a eompany was sound, Min-
isterial approval zhould follow automatie-
ally., IF that was in the mind of the hon.
wmember when he approved of that provision
in the Act, I suggest to him that it would
simply mean handing over the whole of the
couimurity to the merecies of the insurance
companies. We provided that insurance was
to be compulsory., Everyone who bad risks
under the Act was compelied to insure. Could
it be argued that the posiiion the Government
were to take up was that we were to say to
the companies: “llere is the whole field. We
are driving the people to you to do husi-
ness and you can charge what vou like. There
is to be no eontrol excreised over the terms
and eonditions that you may lay down."’
Mr. Davy: Everyoue is ecompelled tv buy
bread! We are in the hands of the bakers!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Every-
cne is not compelled to bny bread and there
are many people who do not buy any from
one year’s end to the other.

My, Bavy: I do not think so.

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS: You
must know there are many such people, Can
ic ve argued thiat Parliament would be look-
ing after the interests of the community as
a whole if they gave sueh a right to the in-
surance companies? If that is the view of
tive member for West Perth, 1 look upon it in
a toluliy different light, Parliament, [ con-
tend, placed the responsibility upon me of
seeing that the interests of the community
were properly safeguarded, I was not iu-
clined to allow the insurance compauies to do
business and speeify what terms they chose,
seeing that the business of insurance under
the Workers’ Compensation Act had been
made compulsory. My attitude led to a con-
ference with the insarance companies at which
an ngreement was made that, in view of the
increased liabilities provided under the Act,
the rates were to be increased by 25 per cent.
At the end of 12 months the whole of the
accounts of the companies were to be open
for investigation by the Government Actu-
ary. If that officer thought that the rates
provided were too high or too low, he had the
right to say whether they should be decreased
or increased. The right of appeal to the
Auditor General was also provided.

Mr. Davy: What rates did you look into?
Did you look into all the covers under the
Workers’ Compensation Aet?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
The hou, member must know that that has
been the practice for many years past. All
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that information is supplied now to the Gov-
ermuent Actuary.

Mr. Davy: Do you say you exercised
supervision over all the covers under the
Workers’ Compensation Act or merely those
representing the miners’ risks?

wthe MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
whole of the eovers under the Workers’
Compensation Act,

Ar. Davy: You say you investigated them
alt?

the MLNISTER TOR WORKS: Of
course we did. We spent a number of even-
ings in conference and the Government Aec-
tuary carvied out the investigation.

Mr. Davy: Did you investigate the pos-
Lion regavding domestic servants’ risks, gar-
deners’ risks and so on?

The MINISTER IFOR WORKS: Yes.
Does the hen. member not know that all such
information has been in the possession of the
GUovernment Actuary’s oftice, since it has
Leen established?

Mr. Davy: You agreed upon: everything
regarding the risks under the Workers’ Com-
pensation Act,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,

My, Davy: Everything was satisfactory,
apart from miners’ risks.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: To
whom?

Mr, Davy: To vou.

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS: The
companies would not aceept risks for miners’
phthisis.

Mr, Davy:
satisfactory ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do nol

Were all the other provisions

say that.
Mr. Davy: But you approved, neverthe-
Jess.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, for
12 months,

The Minister for Lands: That was be-
fore the Miners’ Phthisis Act was proclaimed.

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS: Of
course it wag; the member for West Perth
knows that very well. The agreement be-
tween the (Jovernment and the companies
was that the provisions nnder that Act would
not be proclaimed until such time as the
companies were given at Teast a month’s
notice, enabling them to have a further con-
fercnre if it was so desired. The member for
West Perth savs lhat when the insurance
companies deelined to do business regarding
miners’ diseases, if the Government had
arranged to take the risk for the mining
companies, he would have raised no ohjec-
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tion. This wmeans that he does not really
object to State insurance.

Mr. Davy: Yes, I do.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : If I
interpret the contention of the hon. mem-
ber correctly, he asserted that if the Gov-
ernment had given the mining eompanics
the right to insure with the State Insur-
anee Department the risks that the com-
panies refused to take, he would not have
raised any objection.

Mr. Davy: Well, ¥you do not interpret
my views properly.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If that
be s0, how does the member for West Perth
view the position of the taxpayers as a
whole? That is -an obligation imposed
upon us when dealing with the insurance
companies. It is suggested that we should
limit onr cover to that seetion which the
companies declined to acecept. . In other
words, the hon, member was willing for the
State to accept the unprofitable business,
leaving the prafitable business to the out-
side insuranece eompanies.

Mr. Davy: T say there is no braneh of
the insurance business that has any right
to be unprofitable.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : What
will the people think if they are asked by
their TParliamen’ary representatives to
carry such of the obligations imposed b¥
Parliament under the Act as are unprofit-
able, allowing the private companies to
enjoy the profitable business? Ts that the
attitude that any public man should take
up on behalf of the people? Are we to
tolerate that sort of thing? Are Ministers,
who are sworn to look after the interests
of the people, te allow that sort of thing
to obtain? If that is the view the member
for West Perth takes, T ean assure himn
that we view our responsibilities in a way
very different from that in which he re-
gards them, Now we come to the point
where the companies, after many confer-
ences both here and in Melbourne, deelined
to do businesg at all. We then had re-
course to the altermatives that have been
outlined in the Press and that the member
for West Perth (Mr. Davy) read to the
House. The complaint is that we have
started another trading concern, and that
it is contrary to the law of the land hecause
Parliamentary approval should first have
been obtained. Parliament passed an Act
making it eompulsory to insure. The in-
surance companies deelined o do the busi-
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ness. llad we said we would not give the
mimng companies the means to insure, but
stood off and let those compantes look after
themselves, what would have been said
abont us? it would have been said we bad
failed in our duty.

Mr. Panton: And the charge would have
been justified.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: All we
have done in stariing State insurance has
been to give effect to the decision of Par-
liament.

The Minister for Lands :
would have had to close down.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
s0. It would have been tantamount v
admitting that, not Parliament, but the
insirance companies, should rule the State;
that they, instead of those charged with
governing the country, were going fo decide
whether that section of the Workers’ Com-
pensation Aet was to be made the law of
the land. That wag the distinet challenge.
We have decided that the constituted
authority shail be the one to interpret the
decision of Parliament. All we have done
has been to give effeet to the decision of
Parliament. Parliament said there must
be insurance; and when the insurance com-
panies refused to funetion, we would have
heen lacking in our duty had we not given
the mining companies the means of doing
their insurance. Even the insurance com-
panies themselves did not objeet to State
insurance, so long as we employed their
organisation. They proposed to me that
the Government should take the risk hut
nse the insurance companies’ organisation
and pay them a small profit for it. Se they
had no objection to State insurance. What
they did ohject to was that we should set
up an organisation of our own. I do not
think any man with any idea whatever of
bis responsihility to the country counld
have accepted a proposition such as the
companies put up. Even the membher for
West Perth does not object entirely to
State insurance. He qgunalifies his objection.
The insurance companies themselves aetn-
allv suggested that we should start State
insurance. so Jong as we used their
organisabion.

Mr. Davy: T would not have objected tc
vour adopting a temporary expedient pend-
ing the meeting of Parliament,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
all we have done. We have merely made
provisional arrangements until we can ask

The mines
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Parliament to approve, which will be done
at the first pessible opportunity.

Mr. Stubks: And if Parliament does not
approve?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We will
then consider the position. Parliament will
be given clearly to understand what the
position is when the Bill is introduced.

Hon. G. Taylor: A row with another
Pplace!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
point has been raised that the insurance
companies were not given a fair deal, that
they were not supplied with the figures dis-
closed by the medical examination of the
miners.

Mr. Davy: That point was mnot raised
by me.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: You
said the companies bad complained,

Mr. Davy: I merely said that they said
one thing and that you said another. 1
did not go into the question.

The MINISTER FOR WORIKS: No, but
vou mentioned it. This is the position:
after the first conference, when we had
agreed on the risk, outside of the miners’
discases, each side undertook to colleet all
available information with a view to
arriving at .an equoitable figure for the
premium for miners’ diseases. The com-
panies said they would eollect all the data
they could get, and I, on behalf of the
Government, undertook to do the same. We
appointed a committee consisting of the
Giovernment Actnary and the Under Secre-
tary for Mines, and we asked the Com-
missioner of State Insurance in Queensland
{o nominate an officer to come over here and
assist. So we did onr part of the bargain,
but the insurance companies, as far as I
know, did not lift a finger to obtain in-
formation. While I have done my part, they
have done nothing, Now they complain that
they should have had a seat on the commit-
tee appointed by the Government. It was
never previously suggested to me that they
desired a representative on that committee.
Tf they had put forward such a request, no
donht it would have been agreed to. I had
1o idea that they were not making their own
investigations to get the data necessary lo
arrive at a reasonable figure. It was nat
until our investigations were concluded, the
report of the committee in hand and negotia-
tions broken off with the companies in re-
gpect of miners’ diseases, that the companies
declared they should have had a represen-
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tative on that committee. TLet me say that
the mediecal examination of the miners had
nothing whatever fo do with workers’ com-
pensalion. It was by the merest accidenti that
the examination was takiug place just at the
time that the Workers’ Compensation Act
was eoming into foree. The Miners' Phthisis
Act, under which the medical esamination
was held, was passed years before we came
into office. As it chances it was delayed in
its operation, and the medical examination
was being completed just at the time these
negotiations were in progress. So the medi-
cal examinations had nothing fo do with the
Workers’ Compensation Act at all. If there
had been no medical examinations, no Min-

ers’ Phthisis Act, in what position would the

insurance companies have been? They had
no right to the figures disclosed by the medi-
cal examinations. As a maiter of fact, under
the law it is incumbent on the Minister for
Mines that he shall treat that information as
confidential.

Mr. Davy: Yes, information about the
individual.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
two Acts were entirely separate and unre-
lated, and the insurance companies have put
up their argument on that point merely be-
eause they think it helps them.

Mr. Davy: Could they have obtained the
information thernselves? Could they have
gone into the mines and earried out medieal
examinations?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
undertook to get all the information we
counld, and they undertook to do the same,

Mr. Davy: Is it suggested that they had
half the facilities that were available to you?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.

Mr, Davy: Well, what objection was there
to your giving them all the information you
had?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As a
matter of fact they had the whole of the
committee’s report in detail the day after I
received it. It was cerfain other informa-
tion that we held we were not justified in
giving out, information that the Minister
for Mines is charged by the law to regard
as confidential.

Mr. Davy: Is he forbidden by the law to
publish the resulis of the examinations?
You complain that the companies refused to
carry out a certain undertaking, yet wyou
admit yvou did not give them all the infor-
mation that you had. Why?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T gave
them all the information given to the Gov-
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ernment by the committee. I furnished the
eommittee’s report, all the statistics. every
delail the conunittee presented to the Gov-
ernment, together with the reasons why they
had arrived at a certain figure. The insur-
ance companies complained that we had en-
tered the field of workers’ compensation in-
surance outside of miners’ diseases. Here is
a point they have been silent upon: they
sent out to their clients notices that they
were getting out of the business altogether.
They issued notices to loeal authorities, tov
business people and generally throughout the
country that they were withdrawing from

the fleld of workers’ compensation insurance. .

I was rung up from all over the city the
next day and asked if we were making pro-
vision to cover by insurance the people
affected. Everybody was inquiring as soon
as those notices went out from the insur-
anee companies.

Mr. Davy: Did they send vou one? T
suppose you carry a workers’ compensatlon
policy?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
do not.

Mr. Latham: They did not send those
notices to road hoards.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
they did; to quite a number of road boards.
The Subiaco Municipal Couneil spoke to my
office the first thing next morming. The
notices were sent all around. Afterwards,
when they got legzal advice, the companics
withdrew the notices.

Mr. Davy: That was after vou had cut
them out of the business.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member said in the House that it was
palpable to the merest novice that they
eould not be cut out.

Mr. Davy: Were their notices out before
you withdrew your approval?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
I was rung up and asked to give the cover
I was not in a position to give it.

Mr, Davy: But was that before you with-
drew your approval?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not know, but that has nothing to do with
it. They gave notice that they were going
to decline to do business

Mr. Latham: After they received your
nltimatum.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
dct does not say the Minister shall give ap-
sroval to eompanies to do part of the busi-
ness. It does not say the Minister shali ap-

No, I
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prove of their taking the fat and leaving the
lean for somebody else. It preseribes that
the Mipister shail approve of companies to
do business under the Aet, not merely a part
of the business. The companies want to do
certain business and leave the rest. I am
not prepared to let them do that, and I do
not think the people would agree to carry
the big obligation under insurance while the
companies picked the eyes out of the busi-
ness and declined to accept the obligation
that Parliament said they should accept.

Mr. Davy: There are-some companies that
never took a mining risk.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
different under this Aet; this is compulsory
insurance.

Mr. Davy: It is exactly the same; they
do not eater for that class of bhusiness.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There

was only ore alternative to setting up busi-
ness for themselves and that was to let the
Aet remain a dead letter and throw the
miners to the wolves, We were to say to
the miners, “No matter what Parliament
said you arve entitled to, because the insur-
ance compantes will not cover yvou, you must
go to the wolves. You are not going to get
the benefit Parliament said you should have
because the companies will not do the busi-
ness.” Are the companies to be the over-
lords, to rule the country, to deny the
affected miners what they are entitled to?
Are we to be dictated to and controlled by
the insurance companies?

Mr. Davy: They had no power to do such
a thing,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: But they
did it

Myr. Davy: They could not do it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Aceord-
ing to the hon. member’s advice, we had no
right to engage in this business. T{f we had
not entered the business the companies
wonld have ruled, and the miners would not
have received what Parliament said they
were enlitled to have.

Mr, Davy: Why?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Because
the hon. member’s adviee would have been
followed.

Mr. Davy: What has insurance to do with
compensation?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
companies were not prepared {o carry the
risk.

Mr. Latham: Have you anyv idea what il
is going to cost the State?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No mat-
ter what it costs, those men are going to have
what Parliament said they were entitled fo.

Mr. Latham: As a business proposition,
you ought to know what it 15 going to cost.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not mind what it costs; the miners are going
to get what Parliament said they should
have.

Mr. Davy: And what about the com-
munity ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The in-
surance companies are not going to rule this
country; neither are they going to be the
overlords of Parliament. If they will not
submit to Parliament, they will not be in
the business. :

Mr. Latham: You should tell the people
what it is going to cost.
Mr. Heron: Oh, keep cool!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No
member of this House objected to 'the pro-
visions applying to miners. Thev have been
agreed to by both Houses. Parliament hav-
ing agreed that the miners were entitled to
the conditions set oot in the Aef, the
Government have adopted the only policy
possible to give the miners what Parliament
said they should have. The only other point
has regard to the letter sent out from the
Government Aectuary to the different busi-
ness firms. Objeetion has been taken to the
letter because it eame from a Government
department. It is admitted that similar
letters are sent out by commereial firmns
every day in the week, that insurance com-
panies do it regularlv.  But because this
weni from a Government department, it is
considered to be all wrong. On the other
hand, Government departments are often ae-
ensed of not adopting business methods. Tt
Las been said that if Government depart-
menis would only follow the ordinary com-
mereial lines, those departments would be
much more efficient. All that has been done
is to follow ordinary business lines. to do
what the companies do every day, what the
commercial houses do every dav. There is
nothing wrong with it.

Mr. Davy: That depends upon the point
of view.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
lhe member for West Perth says we have
made a mess of workers’ compensation and
of the insurance of miners particularly. my
reply is there is no mess and he need have
no qualms. Everything is working smoothly.
The Government have carried out the whole
of the obligations and will stand up to them.
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We have taken out of the mines all the men
suffering from tuberculosis; the men who
now go below are not in danger of having
germs coughed out amongst them, and the
underground workings will no lenger be
breeding grounds for disease. We aceept
ihe' obligations that the Miners Phthisis
Aet places upon us. On the other hand,
the men whom the medical examination dis-
closed as having the disease in its early
stages have been warned that it is advisable
in the interesis of their health to get out of
the mines. Fvery one of those men has been
oftered an inducement by the Government to
leave the mines. We have offered such men
either settlement on the land or some job.
We have not asked them to go out into a
cold world and start the battle again from
the beginning. We are offering them an in-
ducement to leave the mines, becaunse the
doctors have advised them in the great ma-
Jority of cases that if they will now come
into the open air, though it may be impos-
sible to eure them, the disease can he ar-
rested, and their lives will be prolonged for
many ¥ears.

Mr, Latham: It is the right thing tn do.

Hon. G. Taylor: There are more of those
than of the others.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
five to one. Thus we are giving them a
fighting cbance for their lives. We cannnt
force those mem ont of the mines. We can
only invite them to leave and give them some
opportunity to provide for themselves. The
whole thing is working smoothly. No mess
has been made of it. The only flv in the
ointment was the insurance companies’ de-
clining to do the business.

Mr. Latham: What about cancelling that
approval of yours?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Does
the hon. member think I would be justified
in approving of the insurance companies
doing one section of the business only, tak-
ing the profitable part nnd refusing the
risky part?

Mr. Davy: That is the whole point. Yonu
are making the non-mining emplover hear
rart of the burden.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
=zlad the hon. member has reminded me of
that because I remember he made that state-
ment in his speech and it is entively wrong.

Mr. Davy: Tt is not.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: X is
wrong because, with the miners’ diseases in-
suranee in the State office, there is no addi-
tional charge for the other risks.
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Mr. Davy: But you wanted the insurance
companies to take on an unprofitable busi-
ness.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : I wanted
the companies to shoulder the obligation Par-
liament said they should take,

Mr. Davy: If you made them take unpro-
fitable business, the profitable business
would have to earry the unprofitable part.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the
hon. member is going to argue that the Act
is to be ent up, that one risk is to be sep-
arated from another and thai the companies
shall not accept the obligations of the Act
as a whole, but may take the profitable and
discard the unprofitable——

Mr. Davy: That is not the case at all.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Parlia-
ment passed the Aect, and it was not for the
companies to dissect it ov fo say they would
do as they liked.

Mr. Davy: That is not the point,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is the
point. There is no hope of the hon. mem-
ber and I agreecing. He knows my views.
I considered the question from the stand-
point of the people’s interests. That is what
T in my office am charged to do. It is not
my duty to consider the interests of a com-
pany or of a handful of men. Having pre-
served the interests of the people, the Gov-
ernment are quite satisfied with what they
have done. That is the whole answer to the
argument raised against the CGovernment's
embarking upon State insurance. Let me now
refer for a moment to the contentidh of the
member for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) that
the defeat of Mr. T. Moore, M.L.C. for Cen-
tral Province, was due to the rural workers'
log that the A WW.U. had served on some of
the farmers. I believe that log has been
served under the Commonwealth Arbitration
Aet and that ii applies throughout Austra-
lia. Now that Mr. Moore has been defeated,
I should like to know what the member for
Toodyay and his friends propose to do.
They represented to the farmers that the
Labour movement was responsible for the
log, thai consequently they should vote
against Mr. Moore, and that if they did so
everything would be well. Now that Mr.
Moore has been defeated what is the member
for Toodyay and his friends going to do
about that log? Can the successful eandi-
date save the farmers from that log?

Mr. Latham: Politicians have nothing to
do with the log.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of
course not, but the member for Toodyay
admitted that that was the reason why Mr.
Moore was defeated. He und others went
through the country lelling the farmers to
vote not for Mr. Moore but for his opponent,
thus deceiving the farmers. T 1 ap to the
farmers to ask those men what they propose
to do now. The farmers have followed their
adviee, Mr. Moore has been defeated, and
they should now eall upon Mr. Kempton,
M.L.C., and the member for Toodyay and
the others to give cffect to their slatements
and say what they intend to do.

Mr. Heron: They asked the farmers
whether they would vote for Moore and the
rural workers’ log or for Iempton and cheap
farm labour.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
amusing to hear the claim of Country Party
members that they are the only ones who
understand or have any interest in or look
after the men on the land. Out of siz mem-
bers of the Country Party in this House,
there are only two farmers, and while they
are constantly twitting the Labonr movement
with being opponents of the farmers, 1 make
a sporiing offer that members of the Labour
Party can show a greater acreage under crop
than can members of the Country Party.

Myr. Brown: But we number only six.

The MINISTER FFOR WORKS: The hon.
member and his friend argue that we do not
understand the men on the land and have
no interest in them, bui T am satisfied that
Liabour members in this House have a greater
area under crop than have members of the
Country Pariy, and probably know more
about the business.

Mr. Davy: Have you land under erop?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, and
probably nearly as much as has any member
of the Country Party.

Mr, Davy: Then I suppose you will bhe
able to vote for the Upper House at the next
elections.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I hope
s0.

Mr. Davy: Aud get on the special jnry
list. )

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I may
even qualify for that.

The Minister for Lands: While in Parlia-
ment he is exempt from serving on a jury.

The MINISTER ¥FOR WORKS: An at-

tempt has been made—with the idea, I be-
lieve, of influencing votes in the country,
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particulariy in the agriculinral areas—to
fasten on the trade unions the respoasibility
for MeKay's Sunshine harvester firm uot
starting works in Western Australin.  The
meiber for Toodyay argued that because the
univns would not aceept pieccework, McKay's
would not estahlish works here.

Mr. Heron: The member for Katanning
had most to say about that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The pro-
ple should know that regardicss of what Me-
Kay says or what the trade unions say,
and regardless of whether one wants piece
work and the other does nct, Parliament has
set up a tribunal upon whose deecision that
question depends. 1t is the court that deter-
mines whether there shall he piecework,
and not the trade unions or Mr. MeKay,
In a letter to the Press, addvessed to the
unien, Mr. Mellay states that under the
Shops and Factories Act of Victoria piece-
work is permitted. Under the Arbitration
Act in this State piecework is permitted,
and is worked. It is argued that the trade
urtions of this Stale are opposed to piece-
work. DPractically every boot and garment
produced in this State is made under piece-
work, and to-day we are exporting.clothing
to the other States. FEvery newspaper in
the State is set up nnder pieeework, A
ereat deal of railway construction 1s done
under that system. XNearly all the slcepers
are preduced under it. A great deal of
clearing and hauling in the country, and
a loi of road construction, is done under
piecework, All shearing is done under the
same syvstem. Despite this, it was put for-
ward seriously that the trade nnions in this
State have set themselves against piece-
work. There are seetions of work in which
piecework is neither economical nor suit-
able. The place to argue that, however, is
in the Arbitration Court. Tf Mr. MeKay
has faith in his ease, and can show that his
work can be suitably earried out wnder
piecework, that the men on the jgb will
zet as pgood wages and conditions, or
beiter, than under day work,
logical thing for him to do is to go to the
rourt and produce his evidence, and there
will not he mueh doubt about the decision
of the eonrt.

Hon. G. Taylor: Did he not merelv want
an assurance from the Trades Hall that he
vould he allowed to eonduet his business
here on the same basis as it is eondueted
in the other States?®

the only”
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The MINISTER FOR WURKS: What
mmpudence! It i» not for trade unions to
say how a business shall be earried on.

Mr, Davy: If the trade unions agree,
wifl the Arhitration Court interfere?t I[f
they agree, they mnerely register the agree-
ment.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We are
discussing a case in which there is a dis-
arrcement., :

Mr. Davy: You say they could not agree
beeause the Arbitration Court is there to
fix the matter.

‘The MINISTER FOR WORKS: What
nunsense! 1 did not say that.

Mr, Davy: I understood you to say so.

Mr. Latham: It sounded like it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I cited
a case in which there is a disagreement.
Mr. McKay tried to make the public believe
that hecause the trade unions would not
see eye to cye with him, he was unable to
start his business bhere. That is all non-
sense.

Hon. G. Taylor: He cannot go to the
court until he has started the work.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He has
had men employed in the State for vears.

Mr. Latham: Ounly in assembling.

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS: Ile
does not Tequire to wait until men are em-
ploved in mannfacturing bhefore applying
to the court. When an award is given it is
made a common rule. The only trouble
with him is that at present there is an
award covering that class of work, and this
is in operatjon at Purser & Co.’s works and
at the State Tmplement Works. The court
has given its decision, and the award must
be operated until it expires. When it ex-
pires Mr. McKay will have an opportunity
of getting it altered.

Hon., G. Tavlor: Ts it made a common
rule? ’

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Every
award is made a ¢common rule, We are most
anxious to see these industries started. Tn
say that unions, when it can be shown that
hetter wages and conditions are available
under a certain system, will refuse to work
under that svstem, amounts to accusing
unionists of not possessing ordinary intelli-
gence. In many cases there is an objection
to piecework, and to certain systems that
the emplovers wonld like to have in force.
The memher for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay)
for one whole afternoon was with Mr, M¢Karx
al the Sunshine works. He spoke to the
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foreman and has now solved the whole
problem. Numbers of men who are work-
ing in the trades have negotiated with em-
ployers, men in England and other coun-
iries who are engaged in big enterprises
and employ hundreds of thousands of men
—all are puzzled as to how to solve the
problem. Unfortunately they have not the
giant intellect of the member for Toodyay,
who in one affernoon was able to find a
solution for it.

Mr. George: And he had luncheon there,
too.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Yes.
We remember reading the report of the
Commission  that Lord Moseley sent
from IEngland to America. He selected a
number of trade unionists from the key
industries and sent them to Ameriea to
examine the conditious under whieh the
men work, particularly the piecework sys-
tem, the limitation of output, aud the train-
tng of apprentices, and paid the whole of
the cxpenses himself. Each delegate
v bmitted his report and diseussed the
v hole situation most keenly. Every man
put forward his reasons for coming to his
conclusion. Some agreed with what they
had found, and others disagreed. T have
Just finished readiug the report of the Com-
mission that the “Daily Mail” sent over to
America. They appointed a trade union
leader to select eight trade unicnists from
the engineering trade to examine the shops
in America, to report on the output and to
inquire into the whole situation, and they
paid the whole of the expenses. It is gener-
ally agreed by the Commission that if the
employers of Great Britain would treat
their men in the same way as the employers
in America do, there wounld not be much
objection ta the system that is followed in
Ameriea being introduced into England,
Thev all agree that the differencc between
the two countries is that in Great Britain
the momtent a man on piecework makes big
wages, his rate is cut. In America em-
ployers do not eare how much a man makes,
even up to £20 or £30 a week, if they get
the return. The American employers do
not place piecework employees and day
workers side by side. as they do here
and in England, so that one shall
speed up the other. The pieceworker
knows that he gets the full vesults of his
labonr, but the day worker knows that he
reeeives only so much a day. One man is
made to race the other, and the other man is
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called to account if lie cannot keep up with
the pieceworker. That is largely the cause of
the trade unions’ objections to the system.
Mr. George: They have any amount of
frouble to-day with their industries in

Amenea,
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The in-
dustries there, particularly engineering

are very prosperous. A system is in exist-
ence under which a man has to account for
every minute of ihe eight homrs. He has to
make vut a docket and charge it up to the
jol. 1 have worked under that system. A
mun ouly reeceives a weekly wage, no matter
how hard he works. Oeccasionally a trades-
man may have a run of wood luck. His
machine may be in perteet working order,
the weather may be good, and he may get
Lis work done very quickly. Some monins
later he may have the same job lo do agamn,
but his lnek will be against him. The time he
takes to turn out the seecond job is compared
with the time taken on the first oceasion, If
e gannut gel a clean run he may not finish
the job in the same time, and is called upon
for an explanation.

Mr. George: Quite right.

The MINISTER TOR WORKS: ‘T'his
naturally means that when a man gets a good
run he hds to see to it thal the time he puts
down for the job is the time he can turn it
out at under normal conditious, so that on
Lhe next oceasion be will have something up
bis =leeve. That all tends to reduce the ount-
put. I have often sat at round table econ-
ferences with employers in an endeavour to
solve this problem, and | have spent many
weeks and  years in studving it.  We
arve still far tfrom arriving at any agrec.
ment concerning if,

Hon. G. Taxlor:
in a motor car.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Gov-
rrnment and every section of the Labour
movement are anxious to encourage loeal in-
dusiries. We will do all we ean to indunee new
capital to eome here for industrial purposes
vo that we may keep the money here. I wel-
come the proposal of the Prime Minister that
a visit to Ameriea should be paid by indns-
irialists from Australia, who would examine
the eonditions there. 1 see this is not agreed
to in many union quarters, but T hope that
trade unions throughout Australia will ac-
eent the suzgestion and encourage this in-
quiry. We only want the truth and the faels.
We want to build up our indusfries and
create thriving secondary indusiries as well
as primary industries, in order to provide

You did not have lunch
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work for our own people. If America can
teach us anything we should not be too
proud to learn from it. Some of our people
are saying that because the Prime Minister
has asked them to nominate more representsa-
Bives Lhan will be selected, they shonld nom-
inate only the actual number required to be
sent. So long as a choice is made from thosze
who are nominated, it will be quite all right.
The Government must have some range of
thoice. It would never do to take all the
representatives from one industry.

Mr. Latham: Or from one State.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Mare
men must be nominated than ean be selected.
Men from the different indostries must be
selected in order to give a deeent range of
inquiry, and ensure that the persons mak-
ing the inguiry have the necessary know-
ledge. If the inguiry 15 made, I hope those
who make it will do so with an open mind,
determined oaly to get at the truth with the
idea of doing something good and something
permanent in the way of developing Austra-
lian industry. If the inquiry is entered into
in that spirit, it should lead to substantial
vesulls for the Commonwealth. The member
tor Perth (Mr. Mann) bas said that unem-
ployment has increased since this Govern-
ment came inlo office. That is not so. If it
were true, I would point out that during the
last 11 months of this year, no fewer than
1,400 foreigners have come into the State.
They have all found employment. They are
in the country displacing our own men,.

Mr. Latham: Our people will not stay
there.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They ave
asking for lower wages than our men would
take.

Mr. Latham: I do not think that is right.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They are
being employed largely by their own country-
men on contract, and arve working for lower
wages, probably two or three of them being
in receipt ¢t what one Ausiralian worker
wonld require.

Mr. Latham: The farmers are all paying
the same rate,

Mr. George:
Fnglish?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
of them cannot de so.

Are they able to speak

Many

Mr. GGeorze: You do not know the wages
lhey receive.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I can-
not find out. There are twice as many of
these foreigners as there are nnemployed in

(17)
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Perth. The member for Perth also said that
the Government should push on with a de-
velopment policy instead of employing men
on easual work, and that this would over-
come the whole diffieulty. It is strange he
should =ax that when theve is a record acre-
age under crop, more country developed
and  more  work on  broad acres than
ever before, and when the Government have
schemes in operation and in eourse of pre-
paration tor the development of the State, as
he well knows, and for the development of
primary industries, sueh as no other Gov-
ernment has ever taken on, but which we are
able to bring down to a solid basis. Had we
not heen oblived to wait for the Common-
wealth and Tmperial authorides to give us
the neecssary approval all these schemes
would have been put info epcration long ago.
They have been in the hands of the Commoun-
wealth Government since the early part of
this year, T myself took the detailed plans
and specifications over to Mclbonrne on the
13th January, and they have been lodged
with the Federal Minister there ever sinee.
1t is no faunlt of this Government that the
work has not been put in hand leng ago,
nor is it any fault of this Government that
those 1,400 foreigners have been admitted to
Western Anstralia. Tt has been frequently
suggested that the hest index of the progress
of a eountry is to be found in the savings
bank figures. I will take the figures for the
vears that have been referred to. The num-
Lier of accounnts opened with the State Sav-
ings Bank during the vear 1922-23 was
17,871 ; for the year 1925-26 the number was
22,587. The total number of accounts in
the State Savings Bank for the year 1922-23
was 147,059 ; for the year 1025-26 the nwm-
ber was 167,063. The amount standing to
the eredit of depositors in the State Savings
Bank for 1922-23 was £5,5G6,286; for the
vear 1925-2§ it was £6,346,713. Deposits in
the cheque-paying banks for 1923 totalled
£12,674,418; for the year 1925 the total was
£14,524,321. Im the Commonwealth Savings
Bank the deposits for 1922-23 amounted to
£2,099,187; at the end of March last the
deposits stood at £2,417,383. There is the
true index, as we are frequently told, of the
real prosperity of the State. The ideal
alluded to by the member for Perth (Mr.
Mann) of building workers’ homes in the
country engaged the attention of the pre-
vious Government, and the same policy has
been continued by the present Government.
Every application for a worker's home in
ihe country has been granted. and such ap-
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plications will continue to be granted.
Therefore the Government do not need a
lecture from the member for Perth on that
point.

Mr. Latham: It takes a long time to zet
an application through,

The Minister for Lands: No.
are very good.

Mr. Latham: T am not saying that it is
the fault of the hoard.

The MINISTER FPOR WORKS: For a
time the board were handicapped by want
of capital. When they were short of capi-
tal, however, the whole of the mouey avail-
able went into the country and there was
nothing for the metropolitan aren. During
recent months the board have had a little
zapital to spare, and have been able to grant
a few metropolitan applications. T simply
rose to make these points, especially with
‘regard to complaints affecting the depart-
‘ments under my control.  We agree that
raembers opposite have heen most generous
in their references to the Government, and
we appreciate those references very much.
I am sure all of us are imbued with the be-
lief that the State is progressing well.
Everybody seems to admit that things are
going on well. The fizanees are sound, de-
velopment is good, and progress is solid:
and therefore it should not be a question of
playing ins and outs, as we are often accused
of doing. Tet us give credit where credit is
due; and if the Government are doing their
job, let the people know.

The bpard

MR. STUBBS (Wagin) [%.35]: 1t is not
often T address the House, and the few ve-
marks T shall offer this evening are not in-
tended to be critical of the actions of the
Government. As regards my own electorate
espectally, I have no grievance whatever to
ventilate. Oniy a few months ago the Min-
ister for Works pnid my distriet the compli-
ment of a visit in eonnection with the open-
ing of the ruilway from Lake Graeec to New-
degate.

Mr. Brown: Which ounght never to have
been built.

Mr. STUBBS: That interjection shows
how much lhe hon. member knows of the
subjeet. T ean inform him that during the
next harvest that railway will carry at least
100,000 bags of wheat. If any member can
tell me of another distriet which in the short
spaece of two or three years has developed
enfficiently te produce a harvest of 100,000
hags, I have yet to learn my agricnltural
alphabet.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Latham: Surely the farmers there are
entitled to a railway.

Mr. Brown: Yes, but it should have been
built from another place.

Me. STUBBS: The hon. member knows
nuthing about the matter. 1 am referring
to the agriculfural distriets becanse it is
pitiable to go into the Lands Department.
as T do almost daily, and see the pumber of
men standing at the counter endeavouring
but unable to get land. We are told that in
the liastern States land values have been
boomed hogely. The people there will wake
up after the first drought, when they find
themselves unable to meet their engagements
in respeet of land, much of it mallee, for
which they have paid up to £25 per acre.
They would have done much better to invest
their eapital in unaliensted Crown lands of
this State which ean grow encrmouns quan-
tities of wheat—twice as wuch wheat as

"~ Western Australin produees at the present

time.
The Minister for TLands: But railways
must be built to get to those lands.

Mr. STUBBS: I am coming to that point.
In eonjunction with the member for Yilgarn
{Mr. Corboy) I have arranged a trip to an
agricultural area, and I hope that all mem-
hers with the time to spare will join in that
trip. The party will consist principally of
farmers who have assured me that 30 miles
due east of Newdegate there is a vast tract
of unalienated Crown lands the quality of
which is excellent. 1 lhave never yet visited
that district. However, I well remember the
time when a Minister for Lands, guided by
incomplete data, told me there was not suf-
ficient good land at Newdegate Lo warrant the
building of a raiiway. 1 undeeeived that
Minister for Lands by taking him on a trip
fo the distriet in company with other mem-
bers of Parliament. There are now some 41
farmers on the tract of country between Lake
Grace and Newdegate which less than five
vears ago we were fold would not warrant
a railway. If the information given to me
about the conntry east of Newdegate is cor-
reet, if that land is equal to the Newdegate
tand, another 400 or 500 farmers can be sct-
tled there. I have no doubt that further
traets of simifar counfry eastward toward:
Esperance will alse carry large populations
T ask hon. members to tell all the people
they meet about the lands of Western Aus
tralia. Tt 1is pleasing to know that the policy
ot the Agricuitural Bank in regard to assist-
ing backblock settlers is being liberalised.
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Until recently assistance was not given to
farmers cstablished more than 121% miles
from a railway. The alteration of policy is
due, 1 understand, to the factor of moter
transport. The Agricultural Bank will riew
give assistanee up to the full value of im-
provements within a distance of 20 miles
from a railway. Until recently the 25s. or
30:. per acre granted for elearing was cut
down by 50 per cent. where the setiler
was more thon 1215 miles from a line.
Now, however, if the Agrieuitura! Bank
inspector  considers  the land  to  be
of good quality, the trustees are generons
enough to allow the sebtler the full value of
his work.  That is a step in the right
direction, and shonld commend itself to
cevery memher.  The Governor’s Speech
mentions that the deficit is praetically what
the Treasurer foreeasted. T veniure to say
that had the [ast season finished as it prom-
ised to do at this period of 1925, there would
have been no deficit at all. The eountry
aroond lake Grave, Newdegate, and Dum-
bleyvung ts capable of producing 20 bushels
of wheat to the acre; and equally good land
is to be found in many other districts. Last
season, however, the yields, with ene or two
exceptions, were disappointing; the average
at Lake Grace, instead of 15 or 16 bushels,
was not more than seven. Stitl, 192627
promises to be a record in every part of the
State, and it is likely to prove an eye-opener
to the Government when they come to handle
the wheat traffic. Tnless prompt steps are
taken to inerease the earrying capacity of
ihe raibways, there will be a serious bloek
early in rthe season. I helieve that the Gov-
ernmtent are alive to their responsibilities
in this regand, and that they will leave no
stone unturned to meet the demands which
will be made upon them, heginning in Nov-
ember and continuing into April. The Gov-
ernor’s Specch makes mention of the great
North-West, and to-day’s newspapers stare
Dr. Earle Page has had a long interview with
our Premier in reference to the TFederal
Government’s proposal for the division of
the North-West and its handing over to the
Commonwealth. If all members of the
Chamber had made the North-Western trip
which I made five yvears ago in company with
a number of members of both Houses, every
one of us would join in fighting tooth and
nail to obtain justiee for that wonderful
traet of country. XNot ome of them would
agree to the proposal to separate it from the
southern portions.
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Me. Teesdale:
start!

Mr, STUBBS: If the member for Roe-
bourne (Mr, Teesdale) will bear with me for
a few moments, I will endeavour to show that
it is quite possible to develop and people the
Kimberleys and the North-West generally,
without severance from the South. It is true
that for many vears past he and other hon.
rmembers representing  the northern parts
have had seant eourtesy shown them regard-
ing public expenditure. We have in the
North a heritage far greater and richer than
is to be found in any other part of the world.
Some people say that the climatic eonditions
will prevent a large population being estab-
lished there.

Mr. Lamond: That is all vibLish.

Mr. STUBBS: But we cannof get away
from the fact that sueh statements are circu-
lated and are believed by many people. I
have seen families who have secarcely been
away from the Wimberleys in their lives.
They went there as young people, were mar-
ried and have reared sirong virile families,
as healthy as could be seen in any part of
the world. One of the greatest difficulties
experienced in the far North avises from the
lack of cummunication with the outer world.
The party I accompanied through the North
camped for a few days at Hall’s Creek. The
postmaster and several other residents asked
us which party had won the general elec-
lions! T thought they were joking, for the
clections referred to had taken place 12
weeks previously.

Mr. Teesdale: Anyhow, they will know who
won the test mateh by to-night.

Mr. Brown: There is a telephone to Hall's
Creek,

My, STUBBS: The line had broken down
and the newspapers had been hung up
along the track. The vast distanees and
the isolation are hindrances in the North.
When one leaves Derby or Wyndham
and proeceds inland one travels for
hundreds of miles along river frontages
and on cither side of the watercourses
are chains of mountains where aurif-
erons wealth abounds. T believe I am right in
saying that hardly a pick has disturbed the
deposits. I was informed by a geologist with
the party that gold, tin, copper, and iron ores
oecur abundantly there, but the difficulties of
transport, the high cost of production and in-
ability to secure necessary capifal furnish the
reasons why that auriferous belt has not been
developed. Although the problem of develop-

There is one here for a
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ment may be beyond the power of the hand-
ful of people in Western Australia, and be-
vond even the possibility of securingsuffieient
funds from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to enable that development to be
carried out. I elaim that it is a mat-
ter for the British Government, who
should help us to aecomplish the task.
Within a eouple of days’ =ail of our

rich North there lie the thickly populated

island of Java and other islands adjacent.
For the last 100 years we have held the North
with a handful of white people, whereas in
Java, an island 05 miles long and 50 miles
wide at its broadest part, there are upwards
of 35,000,000 people. The other islands teem
with great populations teo. Last year in
Java alone the population increased at the
rate of 1,000,000 souls. Tf all the people in
Java resided on the island, there would be no
room for growing the necessary food to sup-
ply their wants. Millions of them reside on
bamboo rafts, some two or three storeys high,
moored alongside the banks of the rivers.
Javancse tell us that for yecars they have
been watehing jealously the development of
Australin. For strategical reasons alone the
British Government would be well advised to
advance us £20,000,000  and not ask for
any interest for 10 years. The Govern-
ment could spend that money in pro-
viding profitable work for many thousands of
people. They could ¢onstruet a main trunk
line from the existing railways right throngh
to Darwin or to Hall’s Creek. From the
various ports, starting at Carnarvon in the
South and working right up to Wyndham,
they could bnild branch lines leading to the
inland frunk line. These branch lines could
be used to carry the produce that can he
grown in such large quantities in the fertile
areas of the North. Few people in Australia
realise the potentialities of this wonderful
part of the State. On the plateaus east of the
Kimberleys, there are vast tracts of country
where the grass stands fwo and three feet
high. The member for Roebourne (Mr. Tees-
dale) will bear me out when I say that ex-
tending over 100 miles there may be scen the
richest pastoral land anyone could wish for.

Mr. Teesdale: That is a fact, -

Mr. STUBBS: And the area carries but
a few head of stock, Why is that so? The
greater proportion of the country is held by
as many people as could be counted on the
fingers of two hands. T do not blame the pas-
toralists who hold those vacant areas. They
went there in the early days and they braved
all kinds of difficulties. Many of them have
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done well, although during the last few years
the meat market has been depressed. South
of the Fitzroy River many have gone in for
sheep, but nortk of the Fitzroy, sheep are
few and far Detween. Although passing
through tronblous times, the cattle growers
have a wonderful industry that will be still
further developed. The pastoralists are ad-
versely affected by the transportation ecosts.
Splendid beasts are grown there and at the
Wyndham Meat Works I have seen careases
weighing Tewt. when dressed. If they eould
be brought to market by a shorter route, the
expenze would he greatly lessened, At the
present time, eattle have to be overlanded for
200 or 400 miles to the nearest port of ship-
ment south. Freight represents £6 or £7 per
head and by the time the cattle are disposed
of, the Kimberley grower nets £2 or £3.

Mr, Teesdale: They would be glad to get
that, too.

Mr. STUBBS: Yes, particularly during
the last two or three years. Instead of having
10 or 20 men owning these millions of acres
of rich pastoral eountry, an effort should be
made to establish many more people there.
I understand the leases contain a condition
under which the Government can resume the
land by paying compensation for improve-
ments.

The Minister for Lands:
ance.

Mr. STUBBS: I would be the last person
to suggest that the leaseholders should be
compulsorily removed, but when it is possible
to fravel from one station to another, to go
for upwards of 80 miles withont seeing a
fence and to note that all the grass along the
water frontages is closely eropped although
a few miles inland high grass like cornfields is
to be seen, it has to be realised that the posi-
tion requires consideration. The average
squatler is eontent with the river frontages
and does not spend much money in sinking
for water further inland. A few have been
compelled to settle back from the rivers and
they have had to provide water supplies. If
there are between 300,000 and 400,000 head
of cattle now, 1 maintain that the number
could be considerably increased. The rainfall
averages from 25 to 3O inches per annum,
One unfortunate phase, however, is that the
rain falls within three or four months only.
On the other hand, vast eatchment areas are
available  between the ranges where
water could be conserved cheaply and
used for irrigation purposes throughout
the inland table lands extending for up-
wards of 150 miles east of tbe ranges,

And for disturb-
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and for goodness knows how far out.
It facilities were atforded and the hold-
ings were smaller, great development could
take place. Of course a much larger tract of
country would have to be held by a settler
in those parts than is neeessary in the
south, becauze of the danger from droughts.
Al the men with whom I came into con-
tact during my trip assured me there was
no fear of any drought. Being a southern
member, I deemed it my duty to become
conversant with other portions of the Stale,
s0 that when questions conecerning the
North and other distriects eame hefore the
House I should be able to intelligently east
my vote.

Mr. Teesdale: It's a pity s good many
more do not visit the North,

Mr. STUBBS: If the British Government
eould be induced to advance eertain moneys
for the railways I have mentioned, plug
fencing—hecause a man cannot run sheep
up there unless they are protected from
dingoes—there would be no question about
the value of that country. Any member
who visits the North cannot fail to eome
back convineced that it would be a thousand
pities to allow it to pass into the hands of
the Commonwealth,

Mr. Teesdale: That is a mistake,

Mr. STUBBS: The hon. member, as &
resident of the North, is in a much better
position to speak of its possibilities than
am I

Mr. Teesdale: All that is wrong up there
is that we are tired of apathy and sick to
death of depression.

Mr. STUBBS : The State Government
have not had the money to develop the
North,

Mr. Teesdale: I am not blaming the Gov-
ernment,

Mr. STUBBS: Even so, that is no reason
why the North should be handed over to
the Commonwesalth. A house divided against
itself eannot stand, and it will be a sad day
for Western Australia when this State is
eut in two.

Mr. Teesdale : The bulk of the trade
would still have to come here.

Mr. STUBBS: I have made myself
conversant with a few of the group settle-
ments, and I recognise that in so huge an
undertaking initial mistakes were unavoid-
able. When Sir James Mitchell started the
scheme a good deal of adverse eriticism
was heard on both sides of the House.
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Some of that eriticism, perhaps, was justi-
fied, but the greater part of it certainly
was not. 1 was brought up in a district of
Vietoria where fimber similar to our karri
was growing and so, knowing the difficul-
ties of the pioneer settlers over there, I am
full of sympathy with the pioneers of our
South-West. Those early Victorian settlers
went to their graves with their backs bent,
but ikeir children and their grandchildren
have since reaped the advantage. The
point I want to emphasise is that it takes
many years to sweeten the ground and get
pastures rich enough to allow of the pro-
duction of butter equal to the Victorian
article. In my opinion Sir James Mitchell
was perfectly justified in starting the group
settlement scheme, TUnfortunately, the
swing of the pendulum earried him out of
oftice for the time being. Thereapon most
people thought that group settlement was
doomed, but it is to the credit of the
present Government that they have carried
on the scheme. I have heard the Minister
for Lands and the Premier both eulogize
the work done on the group settlements by
the late Administration. It is a good thing
to know that both sides of the House are
in agreement respecting the vaiue of group
settlement, especially in its relation to the
dairying industry. For years past we have
been sending out of the State anything up
to £1,000,000 per apnnnm for butter. The
sooner we stop that drift and cireulate alil
that money in Western Australia the betier
will it be for the State. The Government
that bring that about will certainly de-
serve the thanks of the whole of the people.
I was amused at the sallies between the
member for Katanning (Mr. Thomson) and
members on the Ministerial benches regard-
ing the Country Party visit to the group
settlements to canvass for members.

Mr. Lindsay: Sowe of the Country
Party. '

Mr. STUBBS: Well, some of them. Bat
I was not very much amused when I heard
the member for Katanning—I am sorry he
is not in his place to hear my remarks
now .

Mr. Marshall: He is doing just as much
good for those he represents as if he were
here.

Mr. STUBBS: He was very unfair when
he said that be and the small band sitting
beside him were the only people in the
House representing the men on the land. T
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can count eleven wmembers unmentioned by
the member for Katanning who are equally
as enthusiastic over the welfare of the men
on the land as is the hon. member himself,

Mr. Brown: Are the P.P.A. organising in
your electorate?

Mr. STUBBS : They are. 1 thank the
hon. member for that interjection. I met
their canvasser last Saturday, when I was
down in the electorate opening a hazaar.
He said he was very glad to meet me, and
I asked him what he was doing there, Ha
said, “I have been here for three weeks,
I wish I were as sure of a million pounds
as yon are of holding your seat” 1 told
him T @idn’t want him to pull my leg, but he
said it was quite true, and his wife, on
being appealed to by bim, agreed with him.
He added, “When I came here T was in-
structed by head office fo call on all farm-
ers and get them to join up. The {irst man
to whom I handed our membership ecard
read it and said he wounld not sign it, that
he was a supporter of Stubbs. [ asked
him what was his ohjection to signing it,
and ke pointed out that it pledged him ¢
support only the P.P.A. eandidate. I soon
found that I would not get many subserip-
tions if 1 did not drop that card. I am now
getting in all the money I can, but I am not
vetting many signatures for the eard.” 1
should like the member for Eatanning and
the other members of his party to look up
an editorial published in the “West Aus-
tralian” the day after the last elections.
On returning thanks to the eleetors for
having elected me with a majority of neurly
a thousand over the P.P.A. candidate, I
enid the water that had gone under the
bridge would never come back, and that
the hest thing the parties could do, seeing

that the election was over, was to forget

and forgive. I said T did not mind how
many blunders I was charged with, so long
as the other side agreed that they had eom-
mitted just as many. That was nearly
three years ago, and the “West Australian”
commended those words of mine and
similar words uttered by the member for
Williams-Narrogin. But how much did the
other side do to heal the breach? T want
to be fair, but there is no fairness about
the other side. Many men have said to me,
“Why de vou not join up again? You would
get in flying” T asked them did they take
me for a jellyfish. Further than that, T
asked them for what reason had I heen
expelled.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Lindsay: You were never expelled.
You expelled yourself.

Mr., STUBBS: Don’t talk uonsense ! X
will tell you who expelled me.

Mr. Lindsay: You expelled vourself, You
stuod against the selected eandidate.

Mr. STUBBS: My friend is talking with-
out his hook. If he will refrain from
interjecting, I cun convinee every member
here that T was expelled from the party. Cer-
Lain members of Parliament received throngh
the columns of the Press a notification that
their nominations were rejected by head of-
fice.

Mr. Lindsay: You were not one of them.

Mr. STUBBS: 1 am hitting vou to leg.
If you keep on interjecting T will give vou
something more to go on with. TLeave me
alone and Jet me tell my own story, and we
shall get oh ever so much better. Those mem-
bers were not even asked to appear before
their jedges; they were expelled without a
trial. I was one of the members sitting on
the same side of the House as were those
who were expelled, and I had the courage to
wrile a few lines to the *West Austranan”
saving I did not helieve in men, especially
returned soldiers, being stood against a wall
and shot without a trial. Tf that was the
reason for my being expelled, I have no canse
for vegret. Nominations for my seat were
called in due course, closing at Wagin on a
certain day. When the day came mine was
the only nomination. Yet the member for
Toodvay said I expelled myself, The exeen-
tive Iad sent word to Wagin telling the dis-
triet enuncil to eall for fresh nominattons;
fresh nowinations were called, and three or
four gentlemen submitted their names. T
snbmitted my name and, on the night of the
deeision, Mr. Carrell was sent zll the way
from Perth tn Wagin by Mr. Monger and his
satellites, )

Mr. Teesdale: A wonder he did not drop
dead.

Mr. STUBBS: In my presence Mr. Car-
roll told the distriet ecouncil that if they
selected me the executive would expel me.

Mr. Teesdale: Terrible!

Mr. STCBBS: What has the member for
Toodyay to say to that?

Mr. Lindsay: You have not yet told me
how they expelled you.

Br. STUBBS: Mr., Carroll assured the .
meeting that if T was the selected candidate
the executive would supersede them and expel
me from the organisation. After Mr. Carroll
had made that statement, I inquired what
charge had heen levied against me, what sin
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[ had commiited that incurred ihe wrath of
the executive, what part of the platform I
had failed to comply with, "To these ques-
tions no reply was offered by Mr. Carroll,
After Mr, Carroll, I and the other candidates
had made our statements, we were asked to
leave the room and a secret ballot was
taken. I was defeated by a few voles. That
is neilher here nor there. I want to know
why I was expelled from the organisation.

Mr. Lindsay: You have not told us that
you were expelled.

Mr, STUBBS: Isay I was. Do not the
facts us I have related them indicate clearly
that I was expelled?

Mr. Lindsay: You were not seiected and
so you were not expelled.

Mr. STUBBS: I wiil leave it io the public
to decide whether I was not expelled.

Mr. Teezdale: Well, you are here
night; so much for Carroll.

AMre. STUBBS: I am a candidate against
all coniers. I know what sort of a reeeption
I should get if 1 attempted o rejoin one ot
the branches of the Country Party, but it
would take o team of horses and a million
pounds to get me to go back, unless the ex-
ecutive did the fair thing by all the other
members they expelled witheut a trial. TUntil
then I prefer to remain a member belong-
ing to no party in particular, or to go out of
Parliament, rather than do what some people
suggest T shonld du, namely, join the Coun-
(ry party in spite of the treatment meted out
to me. It is unfair of the member for Kat-
anning (AMr. Thomson) to say thal he and
only a few other members represent the mewn
on the land. [ have done more good for the
men on the land than could 50 Alexander
Thomsons or 30 Bertie Jahostons. Tf
necessary, I can prove my stalement to the
hilt. 1 have done so by giving not only my
time and what talents T possess, but also my
capital-—when those people could not get as-
sictanee from anvonc else—to the tunme of
£20,000,

Mr. Teesdale: WNobody ean snigger at that
heeause T know it is a positive fact and ean
prove it.

Mr. STUBBS: T am not squealing about
that. What [ complain of is the unfairness
of members comine here and telling the pub-
lic that they are the only ones who repre-
set the men on the land.

Mr. Brown: Did he say that?

Mr. STUBBS: Yes, that thev were the

only true representatives of the primary
producers. That sort of thing T will not

-
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tolerate, and 1 have taken the earliest oppor-
tunity to resent it.

The Minister for Lands: 1 have never
represented a country constitueney, but I
think I have done more for the men on the
land than he has.

Mr. Marshall: In my opinion he is only
a farmer of farmers.

Mr. STUBBS: T regret that the Leader
of the Country Party is not present: I do
not believe in speaking against a man in his
absence, but this is the only opportunity I
shall have to justify my position before the
public. T am convineed that a majority of
the people stand for fair play, and fair play
I have not received from the primary pro-
ducers’ executive.

Mr. Lindsay: Nearly as good as last
night, only T have not a chanee to reply.

Mr. STUBBS: T shall give the hon. mem-
ber all he wants and a bit more to go on
with.

Mr. Teesdale: A few more of them will be
called to heel directly.

Mr. STUEBS: I regret that the interjec-
tion of the member for Toodyay caused me
to get a liftle warm. T did not intend to
introduce personalities.

Mr. Brown: Yon
heal the breach?

Mr. STUBBS: 1 tried to do that two or
three years ago, but men like the member
tor Pingelly {(Mr. Brown) only widened it,
and now it is so wide that it e¢an never be
healed.

Mr. Brown: T never did that.

Mr: STUBBS: Given a good harvest, T
feel sure that the financial position will be
such as will redound to the eredit of every
member who has devoted his time to passing
laws heneficial to the State. T hope Western
Australia will make great progress in the
near future. Land =ettlement is the only
roliev for this State, Mining anfortunately
has been wanine for some wears, and unfil
another good field is Incaled and fresh capi-
tal is introduced. the State must look to
agriculture to kesp the ledger squave. I
hope that at the nest elections maost of the
members will hold their seats, and that is all
the harm I wish the Country Party or the
Labour Party.

are only trying to

MR. LATHAM (York) [10.26]: I do not
propose fo detain the House long, hut there
are one or two matters on which T wish te
sav a few words. After listening to the
exeellent speeches of members representing
the North-West. one wonders why the mem-
her for Pilhara (Mr. Lamond) last session
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should have asked for a Roval Commission
on the Norit-West. From their remarks I
am satisfied that T was justified in the atti-
tnde I adopted when 1 said that a Royal
Commission was not required. Possibly the
cause of a good deal of satisfaction has been
the visit of the Minister for Works to the
North-West. I noticed by the newspaper
that he acted the part of Father Christmas,
showering gifts wherever he went. Any
Minister would be popular in such cireum-
stances, and no doubt members are well
satisied. I am pleased they are so well
satisfied, and I certainly believe that their
satisfaction arises from the fact that the
Minister for Works was able to take such
a big bundle of good gifts with him. When
the Leader of the Opposition was speaking
a few nights ago, be said the Minister for
Works had promised the people of the
North-West that they would have the last
say on the question whether they would
become a portion of the Commonwealth ter-

ritory, separate from Western Ausiralia.-

The Minister told us ke did not make that
statement and that it was not reported in
the Press, but if anyone turns up the “West
Australian™ of the 2nd July he will find a
paragraph headed “The Minister entertained,
Future of the North, Broome, July 1,” and
reading—

The Minister, in reply, announced the Gov-
ernment’s policy as he had outlined it at Port
Hedland, and assured the residents of the
North that nothing definite would be done in
regard to. the Commonwealth proposals until
conereto  proposals had been placed before
Cabinet, and Parliament had expressed its
opinion. FEven then residents of the North
would have the final say,

Parliament apparently was merely to be
asked to express an opinion; the final say
was to rest with the people of the North-
West. The Minister told the Leader of the
Opposition that he did not make fthat state-
ment. Yet it is reported in the “West Aus-
tralian.”

The Minister for Lands: I think the Coun-
stitution provides that the opinion of the
people must be obtained.

Mr. LATHAM : It would be unfair to the
State to give the people of the North greater
power than Parliament possesses, and that
would be the case if the promise of the Min-
ister for Works were earried out. This evi-
dently was one of the zifts that the Minister
bad to shower upon the constituencies up
there. No doubt the sitting members would
be delighied if the Minister for Works again

[ASSEMBLY.]

visited the North just before the next elee-
tions; it nught have some good results.

Mr. Clydesdale: It is time the North re-
ceived some constderation.

AMr. LATIIAM: I do not know that the
North has received such a wonderful lot of
consideration from the present Government,
It is casy to render tremendous lip servive.

Mr. Lamond: If you came there before the
next elections it would be the best thing that
could happen for us.

Mr. LATHAM: The hon. member might
lose his seat.

Mr. Coverley: The North did not receive
much consideration from the Government you
supported.

My, LATHAM: T venture to say the whole
State received fair eonsideration in view of
the limited amount of meney available and
the difficultics of finance at the time. I pro-
pose to speak briefly of the financial posi-
tion. From our pomnt of view it was well
cxplained by the Leader of the Opposition.
I admit that the finances of the State are in
a mueh better position than they were a few
years ago. That is due to greater produe-
tion and greater developmental work.  The
present Government have a wonderful op-
portunity. The Federal (fovernment have
never heen so generous in the history of the
Commonwealth as they are {o-day towards
Western Australia.

The Minister for Lands: We bave not had
much more than your Government had.

Mr. LATHAM: No, but the prospecis
ahead are very bright.

The Minister for Lands: That is a mutter
tor the future.

Mr. LATHAM: To-day there is a eredit

balance. There must be close on one million
pounds. TFor soldier sctlement zlone there is
£700,000.

The Minister for Lands: The soldiers get
that. We only get the interest.

Mr. LATHAM: There is'the £300,000
special grant waiting to be spent.

Mr. Withers: Who said so?

Mr. LATHAM: We know that is all right.

Mr. Withers: The Government do nof know
it.

Mr. LATHAM: The opportunities for
this State are better than they have ever been
since Federation. An opportunity presents
itself under these Federal proposals for re-
dueing taxation.

The Minister for Tands: Under what?
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Mr. LATHAM : I refer to the offer of the
federal Government.

The Minister for Lands: We have had only
he £300,000 for last year. We do not get
t for this year.

Mr. LATHAM: The Government will get
t. The Minister knows that.

- The Minister for Lands: I do not know it.

Mr. LATHAM: I know the State will get
t

The Minister for Lands: I hope so.

Mr. Wilson: We don’t know.

Mr. LATHAM: —unless there is a
:hange of Government before the next ses-
ion of Parliament. The ¥ederal House bas
nerely been adjourned. The Bill will be in-
.roduced later.

The Minister for Lands: There may be a
3ill introduced that will alter the whole finan-
tal arrangement.

Mr. LATHAM : The Federal Treasurer has
itated in Perth that the consideration I have
just mentioned will be meted out to this
State.

The Minister for Lands: I have not read
is speech.

Mr, LATHAM: During the past yesr a
zreat deal of money has been made available
0 the State, due to inereased taxation,
amongst other things.

The Minister for Lands: There has been
no increased taxation and yvou know it,

Mr. LATHAM: This argument has been
put up before.

The Minister for Lands: It is a fact.

Mr. LATHAM: 1 will show that what I
say is eorrect.

The Minister for Lands: Tt is not correct.

Mr. LATHAM: Was there no increase in
tie [and tax?

The Minister for Lands: There was an in-
erease in the land tax, but a reduction in
railway freights.

Mr. LATHAM: T have the figures here,
taken from the “Quarterly Abstract.” To the
30th June, 1924, the awount of land tax
received was £71,448, and to the 30th June
of this vear it was £145,000—double the
amount. The money credited to the Treas-
ury, not to the Railway Department, was
£45,000, we understand, and a reduction in
rates was made aecordingly. That £45,000
has never heen credited to the Railway De-
partment. No credit is shown on the returns.

The Minister for Lands: The railway rates
were reduced.
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© Mr. LATHAM: By £45,000. Who got the
benetit?

The Minister for Lands: By more than
that.

Mr. LATHAM: The Minister does not
know who got the benefit, The people who
paid the tax did not get any advantage from
it.

The Minister for Lands: The Treasurer did
not get it.

Mr. LATHAM: T know the Treasurer re-
ceived a considerable amount as & result of
the increased taxation, The Minister says
there was no increased taxation.

The Minister for Lands: The Treasurer
told you thal repeatedly, and you know it.

Mr. LATHAM : The land tax was doubled.
During the year there has also been the
petrol tax,

The Minister for Lands: That does not
go into the Treasury.

Mr. LATHAM: Where does it go¥

The Minister for Lands: Yo the roads
and you know it.

Mr. LATHAM : It represenls more
money. Buat for that petrol tax the money
would have had to ecome from loan funds
Or revenue.

The Minister for Lands: It does not go
to the Treasury.

Mr. LATHAM: T konow it does.

The Minister for Lands: I do not want
to call you a liar. That is not allowed.

Mr. LATHAM: That money is available
to the Government. They sre relieved of
the necessity of finding £100,000 out of Con-
solidated Revenue or loan funds.

The Minister for Lands: It does not re-
lieve anything. 1t means that more work
will he done with the money.

Mr. LATHAM : The traffic fees have
been inereased.

The Minister for Lands: Who gets those
fees?

Mr. LATHBAM: I admit they go tcwards
enabling the local authorities to render ser-
vices,

The Minister for Lands: The road boards
and municipalities get it.

Mr. LATHAM: I suppose the subsidies
arc reduced accordingly.

The Minister for Lands: No, they are
not.

Mr. LATHAM: Some districts are not
getting any.

The Minister for Lands: Municipalities
have not received subsidies for years.
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Mr. LATHAM: I admit that, but they

have had a good deal in the past.
. The Minister for Lands: There is no
in¢rease in taxation {rom the point of view
of State revenue, but there is a decrease of
7% per cent. on the super tax.

Mr. LATHAM: There has been an in-
ereased land tax, a petrol tax and increaseil
iraffic fees. A vermin_ tax willi a'so be
struck,

Hon. J. Cunningham: What 1s that for?

Mr. LATHAM: It is to render further
services to the people, but they ate paying
for thew

Hon. J. Cunningham: The whote of the
money will be absorbed in the work.

Mr. LATHAM : The Government have
raoney for roads whieh was never miven to
any previons Government. Instead of econ-
structing roads out”of loan funds, they
ought to be able to constrnet them out of
rvevenue received throungh increased taxa-
tion.

Mr. Chesson: The people who receive the
benefit are those who suggested the vermin
tax,

Mr. LATHAM : They have had some
service from the present Grvernment. hut
they are paying for it.

Mr. Chesson: They wanted a vermin tax
and they have got if.

Mr, LATHAM: There has been a reduc-
tion in the earning eapacity of tne railways,
practically to the extent of a quarter of a
million. I do not know what the actual
canse of the trouble is. Last year the
surplus revenue was £190,505, hut this year
there has been a loss of £31,980. We know
the railway employees have received some
benefit out of that. Jf any benefit is to be
given, it should be given tn the users of
the railwavs. I do nol think there has
been an additional station-master placed at
any of the important sidings for the last
three years. Some of the sidings are re-
turning a wonderful revenne.

The Minister for Lands: T notice that
two or three new railways have been passed
on to the department.

Mr. TATHAM: That is all right. I do
not say there is nothing good in the Gov-
ernment; I will give them eredit for what
they have done. In the case of the rail-
ways there was a surplus last year and a
loss this year. If anything is to be given
away, something should be given to the
users of the railway. I know of cases in

[ASSEMBLY.]

which the Railway Department are repudi-
ating their ¢laims. One man sent away a
truck-load of petrol. MHe paid a high
freight, but six cases were missing at the
other end.

Mr. Marshall: I know of a case of that
kind.

AMr, LATITAM: A station-master should
be appointed at these imporfant sidings.
Instead of people using the railways for
the earting of produce they are now taking
the risk of sending stuff by road on motor
lorries. Of eourse there will be competition
with the railways under these conditions.

The Minister for Lands: I suppose ob-
jections would be raised if people were
allowed 10 travel for nothing.

My, LATHAM: If the Government want
the people {o use the railways they should
wive them some of the henefits thai ave
being given away.

The Minister for Lands ; Why do you
want railways so mueh if you think peopls
are not getting any benefit from them?

Mr. LATHAXM: Becaunse of the traffic
that passes through some of these sidings
the goods that are eonszigned io thera shoul”
lie profected by a station-master.

The Minister for Railwavs: Why emplox
station-masters where they are net re
quired ?

Mr. LATHAMN: T have shown where they
are required. If valuable goods like thes
were consigned to a station more car
would be taken of them along the road.
do not accuse the railway employees o
taking the stuff, but it is evidently thuntes
offt at the siding for the time being, an(
someone else comes along and relieves the
trueks of some of their loadinz. Momn
consideration should be given tc the user
of the railwavs. When we find that huse
and motor lorries ean enter into competitim
with the railwavs we ought to aseertain wh;
it is possible for them to be in a positior
to do this. To-day goods are being earrie
over a distance of 180 miles by motor lorm
in competition with the railways.

The Minister for Railwavs: We will han
over to the motor lorries all the super freight

Myr. LATHAM: That is a nice cxeuse.

The Minister for Railways: It is a gen
crons offer,

Mr. LATHAM: If the Minister does han
over the cheap freights to the motor lorries
what will he do for back-leading when th
wheat is heing moved? T will not have i
xnid in this House that what freights do no
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epresenf a payiny propoesition te the Rail-
‘ay Department. 1t has been repeatedly
tated that the wheat of the farmers is
arried on the radlways is a loss; and it is
ot true.

The Minister for Railways:
ated it?

Mr, LATHAM: 1 believe the Minister
:ated it before he assumed office.

The Minister for Railways: No.

Mr. LATHAM: 1 think I heard the hon.
entleman say it when he was sitting in Op-
ostion.

The Minister for Railways:
ink that.

Mr. LATHAM: T will not assert it defi-
itely. However, the statement has been made
1 this Chamber repeatedly. The farmers
hould not be threatened in that way.

The Minister for Kailways: 1 am not
hreatening them.

Mr. LATHAM: The farmers want to use
he Facilities provided by the State. The fact
f the railways not heing made attractive
nougl is the canse of the traffic by motor
nries. A man in my electorate said to me
ecently, “I am going to send my sheep 10
wrket by motor lorry, hecause in that way
wet 2 hefter service.”

The Minister for Mines:
alk,

The Minister for Railways: e would do
t once, and then he would retire in disgust.

Mr, LATHAM: (reater consideration
hould be shown by the Railway Department
o their customers. My own expericnee some-
imes makes me wonder whether the depart-
aent investigate eomplainis at all. Anoether
wint is that the department do not seem able
o move with the distriets which are progress-
ng rapidly. The Minister knows of the pro-
1ess of these distriets, but I sometimes think
be officials do not know of it. In the case
»f an estate which is being subdivided into
0 farms, a loop line was put in for the con-
-enience of the original holder of the land.
[o-day that loop line has to serve 22 setilers.
Chey eannot get an extension from the block
to the trueking pen. That siding is within 60
niles of Perth, Tts name is Hamersley Sid-
ng. Not long ago the Railway Department
put on three motor coarhes for passenger
traffic. Though I do net wish to be a grama-
shone repeating complaints, I will say I
save been informed that the railway umion
-efused to run those coaches because they
ed fo reduction of staff.

The Minister for Railways:
10,

Who has

You only

That is silly

That is not

.
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Mr. LATHAM: I am pleased to have that
assurance, However, I would like to know
why motor coaches canno{ be run on our
railways as is done in New South Wales and
Victoria. Taking a mixed train that leaves
York at 10 minutes past 12, T get to Bruce
Rock—which represents about four hours'
comtoriable motor run—at half past 10 at
uight, There is a shunt at every siding. If
voaches were put on for passengers and
mails, one goods train per week might meet
the requirements.

The Minister for Lands: How many pas-
sengers are on a train?

Mr. LATHAM: A good many. Nearly
every compartment was full on the oceasion
L refer to, There will be very few passengers
carried by the railwayvs if quicker means of
tranzit are not supplied. 1i would be well
to jut on some decent motor coaches and thus
by shortening the lime of transit make it
possible for the people to use the railways.
1 hope the Minister will seriously go into the
matter.

The Minister for Railways: T am sericusly
going into it now.

Me. LATIIAM: The suggestion applies
particularly to loop lines. I am sorry the
Minister for Works is not present, as I wish
to sugeest that before any more railways are
bnilt in this State, his depariment should
thoronghly investignte the scheme recently
propounded by My, 1ledgzes, 2 scheme which
seems highly feasible, [f we can haul large
lpads over the lvank lines, the eost of run-
ning will be reduced considerably. I hope
one or two officers of the department will be
delegated to investigate the proposal, so that
eventually all subsidiary lires ean loop intn
main lines with a decent grade. Probably
ihe suggestion of Mr. Hedges is one of the
best ever made for the benefit of the Stafe.
While un the railway question I wish to draw
the Mirister’s atiention to the wretched ac-
commodation at some stations, especially.
where loop lines join up with the main line.
Merredin, for instance, iz a shocking place
to wait at during the night. Tt may not he w0
bad for men, but for women and children
it is awful,

The Minister for Railways: Something is
being done at Merredin.

The Minister for Mines: Heavy expense
was incurred at Mf, Barker.

AMr. LATHAM: I have nothing to do
with Mt. Barker, and there are other districts
more enlitled to consideration,

The Minister for Mines: Your Government
incurred the expenditure at Mt. Barker.



438

Mr. LATHAM: Presmmably in that case
my Government made a mistake. Presently
I shall tell the Minister for Mines of some
raistakes made in his department.

The Minister for Mines: Very well.

Mr. LATHAM: Many of the stations are
absolutely disgusting. People travelling
through Western Australia must conclude that
we have an impoverished Government. We are
n progressive State, and we should not tole-
rate railway buildings that are in a shocking
condition. Now let me say a few words about
water supply. I commend the Government
for having provided water schemes in agri-
cultural areas. By that means the community
will be made more contented and more
wealth will be produced from the soil. It is
wrong, however, that too great an effort
should e made to compel the users of the
water to pay undue charges in the way of
interest, sinking fund, maintenanee, and ad-

ministration. In addition, the Government
obtained a return through the income
tax, because the people who use the

water run stock. Moreover, increased traffic
is provided for the Railway Departinent,

The Minister for Mines: What about the
farmer who provides his own water supply?

Mr. LATHAM: He gets a lot of conces-
sions! The Minister has had a good deal of
farming experience, and he knows that it
does not cost him £50 per year for water.

The Minister for Mines: In one vear it
cost me £300. T lost all my sheep.

Mr. LATHAM: That was in the very
early stage. Water does not usually cost a
farmer that amount of money. The Gov-
ernment should not seek to make a profit out
of water. I do not mind the farmers pay-
ing the aectnal cost of the work, but I do not
wish the scheme to be converted into a
profit-making machine.

The Minister for Lands: Give up whin-
ing! You are not going to pay interest or
‘sinking fund on the head work for three
vears after construction.

Mr. LATHAM: Tt is safisfactory to know
that.

The Minister for Lands: You will pay
only for reticulation.

Mr. LATHAM : That is a good ideca. Then
we come to the question of wire netfing.
No one im the State has done more for the
farmers regarding this matter than the
Minister for Lands. A lot of work has been
done, but there is still much to do. The
Minister was right in seeuring netting sup-
plies early, thus enabling the farmers to not
the fences during the winter months. T
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commend the Government for belping th
farmers to -protect their crops against th
ravages of the rabbits and 1 urge him ¢
furnish further supplies betore the end o
the month. By September the farmers wil
not be in a position to go on with the work
so that it is necessary to speed up as muoel
a5 possible. The mortgages could be sen
along subsequently, for hardly any farmer
would refuse to sign the documents and, i
any ecase, the Goveroment are adequatel:
protected. LEven if the late Governmen
had been in office, they could not haw
carried out this work better than the Min
ister for Lands has done. The unemploy
ment problem is one of the serious diffieul
ties confronting the State. We will alway:
have that difficulty until the State has pro
gressed sufliciently to enable us to deal mor
comprehepsively with the problem. Recentl;
I asked for a return from the Charities De
partment indicating what payments hac
been made under this heading. On the re
turn I noticed a footnote pointing out tha
the distribution in 1925-26 was due to thi
change of policy in granting relief to de
serving cases whereas that had previousl
been refused. There was a change of Gov
ernment in April, 1924, and I noticed fron
the return that in May and June nothing
was paid, and in July £7 5s. was paid out
Operations during those three months wen
controlled by the present Government,

The Minister for Lands: Do yon not know
that instead of the Charities Departmen
doing that work, it is carried out elsewhere
provision having been made for it on th
Estimates?

Mr. LATHAM: No. I theught this re
presented a hit at past administration and
I wished to correct that impression. |
would draw attention to the amazing growt}
of these payments, for I find that in Jum
last £976 was paid out, and in July £1,300
Freqnently I have heard members on botl
sides of the House condemning the Britisl
Government because of the dole system. Tk
not let us institute a similar system in West
ern Australia. It is the duty of the Govern
ment to provide work.

The Minister for Railways: Have we no
done that, more than ever before?

Mr. LATHAM: Tf such payments are te
be made, the effect will be that men will b
attracted to the city.

The Minister for Lands: He is not muecl
of a man who will come to the city for :
shilling or two a day!

Mr. LATHAM: That is go, but the Min
ister knows that they do so. When (hey se
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ut for Perth thiy de not kmow how much
1ey will pet, but they hear that the Govern-
tent are providing food and therefore they
me to the city. For my part I consider
1at the unemploved in the country areas
2eeive rotten treatment ecompared with
hose im the eity. I had an experience with
aree men in York recently. Thev had not
ad anything to eat for a few days and T
ndeavoured to ascertain whether there was

representative of the Labour Burean in
‘ork, but I counld not find cne.

The Minister for Railways: If yon had
one to the representative of the Govern-
1ent thete—the Clerk of Courts—you
rould have found ont all about it.

Mr. LATHAM: T am pleased to know
hat. 1 am positive that no other person in
Tork is aware of the fact.

Mr. Chesson: If wyon had gone to the
wolice you would have received assistance.
Mr. LATHAM: The palice did render
very sssistance possible, hut they said they
7ere not responsible for any work in con-
ection with the Labour Burean.

The Minister for Railways: But we have
. bonns system, under which there is a re-
vard of half a crown for every policeman
tho finds work for men in the eountry.
Mr. LATHAM: That fact has not heen
irenlarised.

The Minister for Railways: Fvery police-
nan in the country has been cireularised ac-
ordingly.

Mr. LATHAM: That is news to me.

The Minister for Tands: . Further than
hat, every branch of the New Settlers’
eague carries oub similar work.

Mr. LATHAM: That is satisfactory.
“armers prefer to employ men locally rather
han to send to Perth for them. Regarding
he administration of the Main Roads Aect, I
inderstand from comments by the chairman
if the Main Roads Board that if is the inten-
ion of the Government to ask the local gov-
iming bodies to provide 7s. 6d. out of every
155. to be spent. I understand that the Com-
ponwealth is to provide £1 and the State 15s.,
if which latter amount the road boards are
0 be expected to pay 7s. 6d. It appears to
pe that under that provision the road boards
¥l have to find the petrol tax, the land tax
ind so on, the effect of whick will mean that
‘he road boards will find the whole of the
[5s. The intention of the House was that
‘here shonld be the petro! tax and the land
:‘ax and the balance of the 15s. was to he
shared as between the loan funds and the
‘ocal governing hodies.
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The Minister for Lands: Most of the
petrol tax will be paid in the metropolitan
area,

Mr. LATHAM: I challenge that state-
ment. Individual owners of ears in the eoun-
try areas pay a heavier petrol tax than do
eity owners.

The AMinister for Lands:
do.

Mr. LATHAM: T hope due consideration
will be given to the position I have referred
to. Treqently have we heard of the Pub-
lic Works Department sending a lot of men
into a distriet and starting operations on a
road without first advising the local authority.
If the loeal authority has to find some of the
money, surely it onght to be advised of the
starting of operations. Recently the depart-
ment sent men into a distriet up Geraldion
way without first acquainting the local auth-
orities.

The Minister for Railways: That oceurred
becanse, when the mine closed down, a lot of
men were out of work.

AMr. LATHAM: T do not say there is any
barm In it; T only suggest that the loeal
authority should be notified.

The Minister for Railways: The local
anthority exercises a preferenee in regard to
each proposal.

Mr. LATHAM: However, I will have nn
opportunity to deal with this at another
juneture. There is a question I want to dis-
cuss with the Minister for Agriculiure. A
few years ago 1 remember the Minister and
the present Premier kicking up a noise abont
publie servants becoming attached to politieal
bodies. The other evening T secured an an-
swer from the Minister for Agricnlture about
the appointment of a stock inspector at Car-
narvon. I do not know whether the Minister
is aware that that gentleman is cornected
with a political party. If not, I might fur-
nish him with some information from the
“Worker”” of 28th May, 1926. There is ne
objection to a publie servant being attached
to Labour polities, provided he ean do his job,
but whx should he be permitted to dabble in
union affairs? T learn from the ‘“Worker”
that this stock inspeetor at Carnarvon is eol-
leeting union fees and sending them down fo
head office. It would be interesting to guote
from a speech made hy the Premier when
Leader of the Opposition in the session of
1922. Tt will be found in ¥Hansard,” page
1601, of that session. Mr. Collier, referring
to a P.P.A. organiser said—

It is altogether undesirable that officers of
the department should he thus associated with

Some of them
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the ovganisers of a political body. ... If
he were a union man, he would be called a paid
agitator. . . . There is a tendency nowadays
for administrative affairs and this political
organisation to be mixed up. That is entirely
wrong. Suel was never dome in the past; it
was never atiempted during the years Labour
occupied the Treasury Benches. The prineiple
is wrong and should be scotched at the outset.
This is only another bit of cvidence of what
has been going on. Such an incident should
not be allowed to oecur again.

1f it was wrong then, it is equally wrong to-
day, and 1 hope the Minister will take steps
to see that this gentleman is not acting as a
paid organiser for the Labour movement
while doing Government work.

Mr. Lamond: He is not a paid organiser.

Mr. LATHAM: Then why is he eolleeting
the fees and sending them down to Perth? It
1s very indisecreet, to say the least of it, to
use the eolumns of the “Worker” to adver-
tise that union fees may be handed to one who
is an inspector of the stock department. ]
hope the Minister will take up this matter
and issue instructions that this sort of thing
must be discontinued.

The Minister for Agrieulture: TProbably
it is merely that some teamster has handed
him 2 fee and asked him to send it fo the
city.

Mr, LATHAM: 1 think the officer should
be advised fo dissociate himself from that sort
of thing while doing Government work. I
will not detain the House any longer, for I
am desirons that we should get threough the
Address-in-reply debate and come to the more
active business of the session. I hope the re-
sult of the Government’s negotiations with
the Federal authorities will be disclosed as
soon as possible, go that the taxpayers may
know what they are to be called upon to
pay. . |

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
M. F. Troy—Alt. Magnet) [1L7]: 1
do not propose to speak at any length.
Happily, nothing has been said regarding
the administration of my department, be-
yond the reference just made by the mem-
ber for York lo eirecamstances that can
easily be explained. I will content mysell
with saying a few words abont the mining
industry, the depressed conditon of whieh
is not peculiar to this State. The same
thing obfains right through Australia, in
Queensland, Vetoria and other States
where mining was an important industry
10 vears ago. This Government have done
their best for the industry, spending large
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sums of money to assist it. Although i
does mnot show ihe progress that, fortn
uately, other industries are showing, never
theless the adminisivation of the industr;
and the department is more diffieult to-da
than ever before. 1t is one thing to ad
minister a progressive deparfment, ang
nuite another to have to handle one i
which the diffieulties are very great. Th
condition of the mining industry is due b
cireumstanees over which the (Governmen
have no contrel. Tlhe industry depends o
cozis, and the remarkable increase show:
in those costs is largely due to the Federa
tariff. A little while ngo the tariff wa
again increased, with the result that the
duties on mining machinery are now highe
than those imposed on any other machiner;
used in the Commmonwealth. Tt is remark
ahle 1hat the mining industry should b
singled out for this unjust treatment, an
it must be aseribed largely to the fact that
apart from the interests of one or tw
members, the industry has no representa
tion in the Federal Parliament. We knov
that when Customs duties are increase
they affect the cost of living, and therefor
the men engaged in the industry are no
able to work at a rate whieh was a livi
wage 12 or 14 wvears ago. While minin
vosts lrave inereased, the tonnage treate
has diminished and ore of a greater valn
has to be mined to-day in order to mee
the increased costs. All this constitutes :
very great handicap to the industry. Ther
are thousands of tons of ore reserves ii
onr mines which could be treated at a profi
if the eonditions fhai obtained prior to fh
war still operated. Those conditions s
nol obiain, ant the industry is not pro
eressing as it would have done had the
conditions remained favourable. TFor th.
information of a few bhitter ecritics ir
unother place, erities who ¢an see no gon
at all in anything the present (lovernmen
do, let me point out that we have spen
more money in assisting the industry thas
have any three previous Governments com
bined. In the last 20 years assistance ha
lLLeen accorded to mining to the extent o
£600,000, while the present Government i
less than three ycars of oflice have ex
pended nearly £200,000 of that amount. I
other words, one-third has been expender
by us, even though the Mining Develop
ment Act has been in operation for som
20 vears. Much as we have done and mue
as this Parliament might approve of, it wil
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not bring about the results desired until the
people who control the mines do something
also, There is no doubt that the conditions
ul.erating on our mines are rather unpro-
gressive.  The managers are not as up-to-
date as they might be; they have no*
adopted new methods; although large div:
dends have been paid, co provision has
been made for the times of difficulty, anid
unless tlie companies do something, Gov-
ernments or Parliamentz eannot hope w
remedy the position. The companies mus!
realise that they and not the Government
own Lhe mines. 1t is not our business; :t
is their business. Unless they are prepared
to reconstruct, to economise, and to minc
more efficiently and economieally, the Gov-
ernment will not be able fo bring aboui
any lasting results. Still, we need not b
disheartened. Like every other industry,
mining is merely passing (hrough a phasa.
All industries experience good times and
bad times. Wheat producers durinyg the
last eight or nine years have enjoyed very
prosperous times and so have wool growers.
But the prosperous times will not last in-
definitely. Seasons are bound to come
when these indusiries will be depressed,
and they also will pass throngh a bad
phase; and if the people engaged in them
do not make provision for the future dur-
ing limes of prosperity, they too will suffer.
Tf chey adopt lax methods and a go-as-you-
please policy, they must inevitably suffer.
We possess the richest gold mines in fhe
whole world, but the policy pursued in the
past of paying dividends without regard
to the futur2 and of lapsing into go-as-you-
please methods, lave resulted in the disas-
{rous state of aflairs that prevails in the
chief gold mining cenive to-day. I do not
consider that this state of affairs is due
to Giovernments or that the present Govern-
ment can remedy it. The mines are not in
the hands of the Government: they are
owned by private enterprise. If the Gov-
ernment interfered with the companies,
thery would he told to mipd their own
business. In the past, while the Govern-
ment paid the piper, the others have called
the tune, znd unless the economic eonditions
become easier. we shall not seenre any im-
provement while that continues. I am
of opinion that mining will still play an
important part in this State. The develop-
ments at Wiluna may lead fo the opening
up of as large a mining field as was ever
known in this State. If the ore can be
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ireated al a profit, there are great possi-
bilities. I am glad that on other Gelds such
as the Murchison, the industry is more
prosperous, and a happier outlook is mani-
fested than for many years past. The day
will come when mining will again be as
important as ever it was and will take as

‘prominent a part in the progress of the

State, besides giving employment and a
comfortable living to thousands of peopls,
A word or two now about the reference hy
the Leader of ithe Couniry Party to the
Ravensthorpe smeller case. Iis state-
went was so far from the truth that
ordinarily I would not have Dbothered to
reply to it, but seeing that his remarks
have reccived prominence in fhe Press,
it is wise not to Jet them pass
unnoticed. People reading a statement made
by arn allegedly responsible member of this
House may regard it as econtaining actunl
facts. Therefore it is due to me to explain
the position as revealed by the files of the
Mines Department. The Premier described
the Leader of the Country Party as the pol-
itieal garbage gatherer of Parliament, onc
who went around the eountry in the reeess,
lent a willing ear to every complaint and
made no in¢uiry to ascertain the actual facts.
The hon. member eould have come to me
about the Ravensthorpe case and I wouldl
have given him the files.  Other members
have seen me—among them the wember for
Wagin—and are now familiar with the whole
of the facts. The Leader of the Opposition
knows the cxact position. Any member on
the Opposition side of the Flouse could have
seen me and ascertained the faects. Had the
Leader of the Countey Party approached me
and said, “While at Ravensthorpe I was
given this information, Is it correet?' 1
wottld have replied, “There is the file; look
tor yourself.” The hon. member did not do
that: he did nol want to do it. His desire
was to create a sensation. He wanted to cou-
vey the impression that the prospectors con-
cerned had been badly treated, and that he
was their champion. Such conduct is despic-
able.  Tf the hon. member had moved a
motion requesting information and bad bheen
denied it, T eould excuse his action, bui he
never sought information or made the slight-
est inquiry from the department. Here we
have the Leader of a party accepting ex-
parte statements as actual facts and deposit-
ing his rubbish here, much as a willy-willy
deposits its rubbish on the goldfields.
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Mr. Lindsay: We shall have to ehange our
leader.

Mr. Marshall: It would be well if you did.

The MINISTER FOR JMINES: The
greatest disadvantage under which the Coun-
iry Party labour is their leader.

Mr. Marshall: 1t is the biggest load they
have to carry. .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
say that because [ wish him any partieular
harm, but the whole of his speech on the
Addvress-in-reply was one long tarradiddle of
statements by interested parties tbat from
time to time have been disproved by Ministers.
What are the actual faets of the Ravens-
thorpe case which the hon. member deseribes
as a scandal? The hon. member proposed to
read to the House a eircular issued ¢ mem-
bers on the 12th December, 1922, the eontents
of which are well within my reeollection. It
was issued by Mr. Dunstan, a party inter-
ested in this matter. In 1922 when Mr. Dun-
stan issued the cireular complaining that be
had not received a fair deal from the Gov-
ernment, the Labour Party were not in power.
Sir James Mitchell was Premier at that time
and was supported in office by the Country
Party, while some members of the Country
Party helped to constitute the Government.
The alleged seandal at Ravensthorpe is not
due to the action of this Government. It is
a legacy handed down to us. The verdiet of
the ecourt was given before we came into
office. We played no part in it. The action
was instituted against the Mitchell Govern-
ment.

Mr. Mann: You do not suggest that ihe
previous Government were wrong.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I suggest
that the member for Katanning did not teli
the truth. The Ravensthorpe liability is a
legacy handed down to this Government.
We played no part in the controversy or in
the legal action. The previous Government
carricd on the business. They decided to go
to eourt. The verdiet in the action was given
before I came into office. If there is any
seandal associated with the business it is the
responsibility of ibe previous Government
and of the hon. member who supported them.
After all these years he makes a statement
in this House that the whale thing is a grave
seandal and discreditable to the Government.
He said that in the opinion of the judge the
disclosures in the Supreme Court were dis-
graceful to the Government.. What have
they to do with this Government? They oe-
curred when the previous Government were
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in oflice. The bon. member said a decisior
was given by the eourt, and a promise wa:
made that ihe money would be paid, Hi
said, “I am eriticising the Government fo
not fulfilling their promise.” He was askec
if he knew the facts. e said, “The eas:
was dealt with by the Supreme Court. The
Government have wasted more money in Iaw
expenses thau is involved in the court’s de.
cision, concerning which they are now quib.
bling.” ®This Government did not waste any
meney because it had nothing to do with the
action. If any money was wasted it was
wasted by the Government the hon, membes
supported, and in which there were some
country party members holding olfice. I ask
the one representative of the Country Party
in the Chamber now (Mr. Lindsay), who I
know would not make such a statement, whai
it can matter to us with regard to the money
It is not our money. What interest could
we have in withholding payment? It will
not cost me a penny. What interest have 1
in quibbling over the matter or in stopping
payment? I should be glad indeed to see the
end of the business. I am'tired of getting
letters about the Ravensthorpe smelters trou-
ble. I wish I eould wash my hands of the
whole business.

Mr. Davy: That is easily done.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: How?

Mr. Davy: By letting us win next March.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Then
members opposite will have all the worry.
The Leader of the Opposition is very strong
about this business. He fonght the case. I
know he is not satisfied.

Mr. Davy: You are quite satisfied with
what he did.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: No, I am
not. In view of what I know, I think he
was foolish in fighting the case. He was
morally right but legally wrong.

Mr. Davy: His Crown Law advisers ad-
vised him to do it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
heen told that that is not so. In face of the
fact that the regulations were not cancelled,
how did the Government come to proceed
with the action? T cannot nunderstand why
they did. I would not have done it. T tock
office without knowing anything about the
case. The view put to me was that the
verdict was lezally wrong, but affer going
into the facts T believe it was right; but the
whole business is morally wrong. The court
gave Dunstan the verdict. It said he was en-
titled to certain moneys, and that all the peo-
ple who dealt with the smelting works were
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entitled to certain moneys. The court de-
cided thal the proceeds should be pooled,
and that ail the prospectors who had claims
should share equally in the peol according
10 the wonnage of ore they had in it. The
trouble to-day is that Dunstan says the dis-
tribution is unfair. He accepts the verdict
under which he won the case, but will not
accept the verdict of the court in regard to
the distribution. An article appeared in the
“Sunday Times” last Sunday, the headings
to which were “Remarkable revelations,”
“State Governmnent’s extraordinary business
methods,” *PFacts about Ravensthorpe smelter
case,”’ “‘Charges written up to hide losses,”
“Settlement of claims long overdue.” They
are not remarkable revelations; they are
ooly remarkable allegations. They are not
facts but ex parte statements. The “Sun-
day Times,” like the member for I atanning,
could have obtained the facts from me. They
did net want them; they wanted remarkable
revelations. Had they asked me about the
position they could have bad the full facts.
The “Sunday Times” says, as does the hon.
member,——

Poasibly the long-drawn-out trouble would
have been settled two years age but for some
alleged interferenee by Mr. Troy. On July
23, 1924, officers of the Mines Department
made a preposition that these who sold gold
ore to the smelters should be paid the standard
price for the metal, the balance of the distri-
bution to go to ewners of copper, as that metal
rose in priec from £358 to £152 per ton. This
would have heen aceeptable, but it is believed
the proposal was made withont the cognisanec
of Mz, Troy, and when he heard of it he had
it withdrawn. The resnlt is that if the present
proposed basis for the scttlement is adhered to
gold producers would get £10 to £12 an ounce
for their gold at the expense of the copper
owners. Such a course is obviously unfair.

The produeers, who had more gold than cop-
per in the distribution were awarded more
than £4 an ounce for their gold and would
receive more than they were morally en-
titled to. They wonld be getting this at the
expense of the copper producers. That is
the verdict of the conrt. I am not going to
contest that verdict. To do so would leave
me open to an action by the (fold Producers’
Association. We are paying in accordance
with the decision of the eourt. If the gold
producers do zet more than the copper pro-
ducers we cannot help that. It is a decision
of the court. T will not interfere in the
slightest degree. T will pay to-morrow om
the decision of Lhe court, but Dunstan will
not accept payment. He says it is unfair.
He asks why the gold producers should get
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more out of the pool than they are entitled
to, and says that gold is worih £4 an ounce
whereas copper is worth £15¢ a ton. I said
I could not belp that, that this was the de-
eision of the court, and that I am not
quarrelling with it. It would be suicidal for
me, as a Minisler of the Crown, to depart
from the decision of the court. The gold
producers wonld win any action against me
if 1 did so. ] would he a fearful ass if I
allered  the conditions laid down by the
court, and would let the country in for fur-
ther payments. Because 1 will not do this
Iunstan will not take the oney. No Gov-
¢rmnent would do other than we have done.
‘They would not dare to do it.  Dunstan
makes all these statements, these remarkable
revelations. He is the person who gave the
information. The member for Katanning,
lo say the leust of it, ought to have
had mwore sense, and both he and the
“Sunday Tioes” could have come to me
and  readily obtaived all the Ffacts. [
huve done with the whole business. The
Government want to pay as the eourt im-
structed them to pay, and they will not pay
otherwise, If My, Dunstan does not like to
acoept that, 1 eannot help it. 1 say nothing
as 1o the morality of the position. I regard
the whole business as immoral, These peo-
ple treated with the Government for years
on the understanding that the Government
had the right to make certain eharges. After
the lapse of years these people discovered
that a regulation providing for fizing cer-
lain costs for smelling had not been can-
cellwi, Having made that discovery, they put
forward a elaim for all ameunts over and
above the cost of treatment as set down in
the rezulation. Therefore L am not coneerned
with the moral aspect, but only with the
legal aspect. That is the explanation of the
whele business. [ have never interfered. In
Fact, 1 did not see Mr. Dunstan, ¥ under-
stood that a vertain legal firm were acting
for him. [ do not know wheiher they were
or not, but I do know this, that anything
done by me has been done on the advice of
the Crown Law Department. The matter is
catirely in the hands of that department, and
entirely out of my hands. I have not intfer-
fered at all beyond this point, that I have
said [ will not agree to pay except upon the
decision of the ecourt. Mr. Dunstan has also
said there was a proposition that the distri-
hation should be arranged in the following
manner: the gold producers should get what
they are morally entitled to, and the copper
producers should get the rest. Bnt if that
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suggestion were made—and 1 believe it was
in fact made—the gold producers would not
agree. Through their solicitors they have
notified the Mines Department to that effect.
That is all that is to be said about the mat-
ter. The Government are willing to pay. to-
morrow on the decision of the High Court if
Mr. Dunstan will aceept payment. I ask
members to be careful in deeepting Mr. Dun-
stan’s statements, because while he aceuses
we of interference he accuses the officers of
my department of dishonesty. Mr. Dunstan
has said, “Thomson will fight for us.” But
Mr. Thowmson did not do so. He merely
brought into this Chamber the tittle-tattle
he had heard outside. The member for
Katanning, indeed, made not the slightesi
attempt to get at the truth of the matter,
whieh he conld have ascertained by calling
at the office of the Mines Department.

Mr. Latham: Is the position that no one
can be paid until all concerned agree to ue-
vept the money?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Crown Law Department say so. This man is
holding up the whole business. 1 am not
going to see Mr. Dunstan, because if 1 do
see him he will say I made statements never
made by me at all. It is an extremely bad
thing that a gentleman like the Leasler of the
Country Party should ecome here and repeat
antrue statements without having made any
effort to ascertain the truth, ag he could
easily have done. The Leader of the
Opposition knows the position well, and the
members of his Government know all abont
it.  The member for Murray-Wellington
(Mr. George) came to see me personally;
about it, and I told him all the facts. Any
other member can also see the file,

Mr. .\, Wansbhrough: You have had ahont
litiy letters from me on the subject.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T wish to
say a few words about the Agricultural De-
partment. I am glad to be able 1o state that
there has been no criticism whatever regard-
ing the activities of the department. T be-
lieve hon. members are satisfied that the de-
partment are doing good work, and that the
expansion which has' taken ploce in the staff
is in the interests of the agricultural and
pastoral industries. The present Government
have appointed a number of officers who are
doing good work and building up the wealth
of this eountry. The new Chief Veterinary
Ofiicer, Mr. Murray Jones, has proved a dis-
tinet nacquisition to the department. A vet-
erinary pathologist is giving his whole time
to the investigation of the diseases which af-
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iect sheep in the Avon distriet. The Govern-
ment have also appointed two veterinary sur-
geons, turee stock inspectors, a vitieulturist,
an agriculturist, and five agricultural advisers
wlo are out teaching better methods of pro-
duction in the wheat and fruit industries and
olher avenues of priwary production. Fur-
ther, we have appointed an ussistant to tle
botanist, and thbree pathologisis, and also
quite a number of agricultural cadets who
later will engage in the work of agricultural
education throughout the farming areas of
the State.

Mr. Sampson: s it proposed to ‘appoint
additional finit inspeetors so that better pro-
tection may be afforded against fruit fiy¢

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, it is
not, though there have been requests to thac
effect. 1t is not borne in on me that ad-
ditional fruit inspectors are required, becanse
it 15 due from the growers themselves to ex-
ercise some care. The officers are constantly
on the alert, and demonstrations are given
to show how fruit fly can be dealt with most
elfectively. It is not reasonable that the whole
of the burden of combaling fruit fly should
be thrown on the department. I repeat, those
engaged in the fruit industry should exercise
care.

Mr, Sawpson: Something would be
achieved if spraying and the pieking up of
fallen fruit were made compulsory.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We are
doing that. The Government have estab-
lished an Agricultural College, which will be
opened next month.

Mr, SBampson: IDid you say that spraying
and the picking up of fruit are being made
compulsory?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Those
thivgs are provided for under the Plant Dis-
eases Act. In that eonnection there bave
been many proseeutions during the past year.
We took drastic action, and the people who
did not do their duty were dealt with by the
courts.

Mr. S8ampson: The statement has been
made that the department only dealt with
discased fruit sent to market.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
not so. The hon. memher can casily satisfv
himself on that score by calling at the de-
partment, when T shall he able to give him
the names of quite a number of persons who
have heen prosecnted for want of eare in
their orchards. As regards the establishment
of the Agrieullural College at Muresk, 1
think T ean say that it is due not to any pre-
vious Gavernment but entirely to this Gov-
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rnment. We look the matter up immediately
n assuminz office, and the eredit for
stablishing  the first  agricultural  col-
swre in Woestern Ausiralia goes entirelv to
he present Gipvernment. When we came into
flice, the matter was dead. We purchased

property. We erected buildings at a cost
£ £34,000. DProbably that cost will be
Teatly inercased as the work of the colleze
roceeds, bnt the £34,000 was provided by
he preseat Treasurer. The staff to work
inder the principal, Mr. Hughes, has now
ween selected, and we hope that the college
vill play an important part in the develop-
nent of Western Anstralia. 1 take a great
leal of pride in the faet that the college has
reen established, and T feel sure that the Gov-
rnment’s poliey in this respect will be gen-
rally acclaimed. We have also a number of
xperimental farms. The Wongan Hills light
ands farm was established by the late Gov-
roment two months hefore we came into
ffice, hut all the expenditure on it has been
net by the present Government. Consider-
'ble amounts have been spent on improve-
nents, cultivation, and machinery. TLast year
000 acres were put under crop, 463 acres
weing wheat; and hon. members will be glad
o know that the wheat production averaged
6.52 bushels per aecre, a remarkable record
‘or experimental cropping in a distriet that
s purely sand plain. This year it is antici-
rated that we will again have satisfactory re-
urns.

Mr. Lindsay: That shows what the light
ands will do.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We are
ontinning the policy of establishing experi-
nental farms. One has been established at
Jamperwah, some 45 miles away from Peren-
ori, and another at Salmon Gums, in the
Jlectorate represenied by the Speaker. We
1ave reserved a site for another experimental
‘arm east of Southern Cross, and that loca-
ion will be fixed during the next few weeks.
3hould the farm in the Sounthern Cross area
srove that wheat can be grown there profit-
1bly, a large area will be available for settle-
nent south of that centre. We also propose
o establish a fourth experimental farm, but
ve have not yet decided upon the exact
ocality. It is not generally known that there
vas an outhreak of codlin moth in this State
it North Dandalup in 1924, and another at
Sellie last year. Owing to the energetie steps
aken by the Fruit Inspeetion Branch of the
Agriculiural Department, Mr. G. W, Wickens
nd his officers have succeeded in getting the
mtbreak under control and I am pretty sure
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that the disease will be completely eradicated.
At North Dandalup verv few signs of the
pest were seen last vear and I sincerely trust
that the outhreak will he definitely stamped
oul this year. The Midland Juneiion abat-
loirs have heen bronght np to date at a cost
of £45,000 and these, together with the abat-
toirs at Fremantle, enable the slaughtering
of stock for the metropolitan market to he
carried out under conditions that are econo-
mical for the buichers and scientifically effi-
cient in the interests of the community. We
have provided chilling space and the meat is
taken to the shops in the city as it should ba.
Although there was much controversy regard-
ing this question at the outset, the operations
have proceeded smoothly and have given gen-
eral satisfaction to those concerned. I will
conclude with a reference to Mr. W. k.
TWitlesce, a stock inspector employed hy the
Government in the Carnarvon distriet. When
the member for York (Mr. Latham) brought
this matter up it was the first I had heard
of it. Tt is true that Willesee was a Labour
candidate for the Gaseoyne seat, but that fact
does not prevent him from earning his live.
lihood.

Mr. Latham: No, not if he has the neces-
sary qualifications.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It will
not prevent him from earning his livelihood
s0 long as [ am in charge of the Agricultural
Department provided he is able to carry out
his work properly. Considerable agitation
has taken place regarding this officer, but
most of it has been underhand. There have
been attempts to get rid of Mr. Willesee, bt
no definite charge has been laid against him,
T bave a suspicion as to where the attacks
have come from, and so has the gentleman
who brought the matter under my notice.
Neither Mr. Willezsee nor any other officer in
my department will be dismissed from his em-
ployment unless a definite charge is laid
against him and proved, that he cannot do
his work. If such a charge is made against
Mr, Willesee and it is proved, be will leave
the department.

Mr. Latham: You will admit he had no
right to interfere in union matters?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He had
the right to send money down if someone
asked him to do so! I have done that sort
of thing myself.

Mr. Latham: As a politician you are en-
titled to do so.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
care what brand of politics an officer may
possess, so long as he keeps polities out of
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the work of the department. I do not want
any officer in my departments to tell me that
he is & Labour supporter merely because I
am a Labour Minister. I want my officers to
do their jobs, and to earry out my policy.
When I retire from the control of my depart-
ments, I expect them to be loyal to the Min-
ister who succeeds me and to carry out the
poliey of the new official head of the depart-
ment. If the officers do that I will respeet
them. In this instance, Mr. Willesee will re-
main in the department so long as he does his
work. Tt should be remembered that Mr.
Willmott retained his position as an officer in
the Forests Department although at that time
he was standing as an anfi-Labour candidate.
Then again I have appointed Mr. M. T. Pad-
bury, the President of the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Assoeciation, to a seat on the advisory
hoard of the Muresk Agricultural College.
Mr. Teesdale: You must have slipped!

The MINISTER. FOR MINES: No. I
appointed the President of the Royal Agri-
eultural Soeiety to a seal on the board and
when Mr. Padbury was appointed to that
position, he was entitled to fhe seat. Mxr.
Padbury is on the hoard by virtue of that
faet.

Mr. Teesdale: As long as he only fell
into the position, T do not mind!

Mr. Lindsay: More cordial relationst

Mr. Latham: T want to assure the Min-
ister that no one asked me to bring the
matter forward. I had read something
about it and considered it my duty to bring
the question hefore the House.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This is
not the first time that the subject has heen
raised before me. When my attention was
drawn to it hy one gentleman and I put
certain phases of the apitation before him,
he said: “I will not interfere in the matter
any more. I have my suspicions about the
source of the agitation.”

Mr. Sampson: Then if te is asked to do
any of that work again, he will refuse?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He has
not done any at all. I have listened to the
speeches made by members.of the Opposi-
tion and I could detect no real echarge
against the Government in any one of them,
Any adverse criticism that was male has
been easily repudiated, particularly where
the speech of the member for Katanning
{Mr. Thomson) was concerned.

Mr. Teesdale: For God’s sake don't blame
us for that!
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
assertions of that hon. member have beer
utterly disproved and 1 trust that he wil
be more carveful in the future. If he con
siders he has charges to make against the
Government, let him come to Ministery ans
we will give bim any informatien in reason

MR. TEESDALE (Roebourne) [11.49)
I move—

That the debate be adjourned,

Motion put and negatived.

MR. HERON (Leonora) [11.50]: Like
some other members, I think the tune occu
pied by the Address-in-reply is largel
wasteld; however, unlike the meraber fm
Murchison (Mr. Marshall), I am not going
to take up hours in saying so. 1 really d-
think the time spent over the Address-in
reply debate could well be saved to the
House and utilised by Ministers in travet
ling through the electorates. It is just or
six years since first I was elected to thi
Chamber, and as this is the last Address-in
reply debate before the next general elee
tion I wish to take the opportunity t«
thank various departmental officers for the
unfailing kindness and consideration the)
have shown to me as one representing ar
outhack seat. For instance, in the Publi
Works Department there is one officer it
particnlar who went ont of his way to visi
my electorate in relation to an amalgama
tion of road boards in outhaek centres. :
refer to Mr. Sampson, and both for mysel:
and for the people of the outback country
T wish to thank him for the fime he spen
amongst our local authorities putting then
on the right track with good advice. Mr
Sampson did not have a very comfortablt
job whilst in my district, for he had t
preside as chajrman over a conference ol
four or five road boards. However, thi
people up there are very grateful to hin
for his services. Then in the Mines Depart
ment there are several officers to whom :
am indebted, notably Mr. Lang, the Assist
ant Under Secretary, and Mr. Telfer. Thos
two officers have unfailingly given me ever;
assisiance, as indeed have all the othe
officials of the department. In the Land:
Department there are the Under Secretary
Mr. Morris, Mr. Highman and others t
whom I owe a debt of gratitude. So, ioo
in the Taxation Department I have hee
met with courtesy by Mr. McFall.
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Mr. Davy: You are nol going to preise
the Taxation Department, are youf

Mr, HERON: 1 certainly wish to praise
that particular officer, for whenever 1 have
bad occasion to go to the department he
has been kindness itself to’me. .\ zood
deal of water will have to run under the
political bridge before we have another
Address-in-reply debale, and in case 1
should meet with any mishap at the next
clection 1 fake this opportunity to thank
all those departmental officers who have
ghown me so much consideration. 1 wish
to congratulate individual members of the
(lovernment on the way they have carriel
ont their duties. The Premier in particu-
Iar stands for rommendstion on hig splen-
did achievement. We lhear from the
Opposition side of the money he has
squandered in giving increases to railway
emplovees, increasing the salaries of the
police, shortening hours, and things like
that.

My, Latham : Nebhody has ever said any-
thing abouf the inersazes fo the police.

Mr. HERON: Well, T will withdraw thar
charge against you. But despite all this
alleged squandering on the part of the
Premier, he has come ont with a very pood
finaneial halance, and T wish to eongratn-
late him on his achievement. There i
another matter 1 swish to touch upon, a
subject I have frequently mentioned here,
namely the remarkahle development of the
pastoral industry in my electorate. ILask
session 1 referred to the developmental
programmes of certain companies who had
taken over pastoral areas in my electorate.
I have before me the records of two of
them. The Yundamindera company an-
nounced that they intended to erect 130
miles of dog-proof fencing at a cost of £75
per mile, 70 miles of subdivisional fencing
at a cost of £30 per mile, and to sink eight
wells, With the completion of that pro-
gramme thev were to have 600,000 acres of
land fenced, on which they expected to
carry 30,000 sheep. 1 am pleased to say
they have almost finished that develop-
mental work and are now making provision
for stocking up their property. The other
property, Sturt Meadows, planned to erect
70 miles of dog-proof fencing at a cost of
£75 per mile, with the necessary svbdivi-
sional fences costing abont £30 per mile;
and to erect a litile later another 20 miles
of dog-proof fence and 60 miles of sub-
divisional fence. I find that this company
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also have almost completed their pro-
gramme. Bo it will be seen what a great

advance is being made in the pastoral
indusiry in my eleetorate. The Sturt
Meadows Company will have spent
£160,000 or £170,000 on their property.
Those ure only two companies out of many.
Another compauny that has taken over a prou-
perty in the Murchison distriet have ar-
ranged to spend £3,000 upon it. Of course
that is not in wy electorate, but it is not
unfair that I should mention it as an ex-
ample of the strides the industry is making,
not only in my own electorate, but in others
as well, Thai brings me o the faci that it
is highly necessary that morg wells should
he sunk along the stock route. The existing
wells were sufficient when only caltle were
travelling, but now that sheep also are being
iravelled it is essential that additional wells,
perhaps ten more, should be sunk between
Wiluna and Leonora. I thank the Minister
for having taken this matter in hand and
for having gone so far as to send ont a bor-
ing plant with whiel to loecate the site for
a well. T hope he will push on with the other
work. Within the next two or three months
the Wiluna eompany will have arriving from
New South Wales 8,000 valuable sheep that
are being introdueed to build up the floek.
To travel those sheep from Leonora to
Wiluna, a good water supply will be neces-
sary. The company went so far as to say
that, if the Government had not the money
available at the moment, they would sink
the three important wells and the Govern-
ment could recoup them later on. That
shows the confidence of the company in this
pastoral eountry. The Government should
los¢ no time in putting down thogze wells
so that we shall run no risk of a repetition
of what oceurred 12 months ago, when
49,000 sheep were landed at Leonora and
within a few months 2,000 or 3,000 were
lost on the route between Leonora and
Liawlers.

Mr. Marshall: And in price they aver-
aged about £3 at that time.

Mr. HEROXN: Yes; some of them were
worth much more. While T am pleased at
the introduction of Fastern States capital
to develop the pastoral industry, I do not
wizh to see small pastoralisis erushed ont.
The Government should render assistance to
the small men who bave insufficient capital
to develop their holdings. The Governor's
Speech refers to assistance rendered to small
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cattle men. I hope they will be able to give
some help to the small sheep men also. As
a party we believe in encouraging the small
men. The land should not be locked up in
large holdings. 1t is in the interests of the
State to encourage more holdings and smail
holdings. If men can make good on small
holdings it is the daty of the Government
to assist them. As a mining representative
1 thank the Government for having pro-
claimed the Miners' Phthisis Act and the
Third Schedule of the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Aet dealing with miners.  The men
foreed out of the mines had become almost
despondent at the thought that their de-
pendants in a very short {ime would b
unprovided for, but the proelaiming of the
Act has vemoved a great load of anxiety
frem their minds. The proclamation has
aot beent made general; the Aet has not been
proclaimed in wy distriet, buf | hope it
will be in the near future. One man of my
acquaintance, who had been forced out of
the mines and was receiving assistance from
the Government, said he was still fit to work
and did not want charity. That showed a
fine spirit. Y thank the officer in charge
of the department for the prompt manner
in which he found work for that man, whe,
in the eourse of a few days, will be stari-
ing work in the vicinity of Perth. That man
was prepared to earn what he could so long
as his health permitted him to work. 1 ex-
pected the Minister, in the course of his
speech, to make some statement about the
big mine in my district—the Sons of Gwalia
mine, An offer of assistanec fo the extent
of £15,000 was made to help the company
to instal new plant. Those people unfam-
iliar with the faets doubiless wondered why
the offer was not accepted. The explana-
tion, as I have told ‘the Minister, is that no
ecompzany could accept the money hedged in
as it was with such conditions. T hope the
Minister will not wait until the mine closes
down before he decides to do something.
I believe be is of opinion that the position
is not so serious as the company represent
it to be, but I can assure him that it is ser-
ious, and it would be a great blow to the
back country if the mine were to ccase oper-
ations. About 330 men are employed on
the mine and their presence in the distriet,
of course, provides work for many other
people. If the assistance were granted in a
form in which it could be accepted, at least
80 to 100 additional men would be employed.
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The company require money for develop-
ment work as well as new plant. The Gov-
ernment advance was offernd for the eree-
tion of new plant, hut new plant would bhe
of no use to the company unless they had
the mine developed ahead. A condition was
that the mwoney should be repaid at the rate
of 1s, per ton per montlh, Un the tonnage
erushed that would have necessitated the
company repaying £600 per month,

The Minister for Mines: 1 do not think
that is correct.

Mr, HIZRON: That is the information I
have; when | interview the Minister again
I shall show him the letter. The erushing
plant was improved six months ago. The
company had a 30-head mill ¢crushing 8,000
tons a month, but the improved plant enables
them to crush 10,500 tons.  Although the
erushing of the greater quantity involved no
additional overhead charges, the mine still
showed a loss of £163 per month. The Min-
ister said it was not the job of the Govern-
ment to help them unless they were prepared
to help themselves. The Sons of Gwalin
Company have fried to help themselves,

Mr. Tautey: T wish the companies on the
Golden Mile had tried as hard.

Mr. HERON: Tn Mr. Kingsley Thomas’s
report it is pointed oui that they put up an
up-to-date plant, rediced overhead charges,
and did everything possible, without appeal-
ing to the Government for assistance.
Seeing that they have gone as far as
they could, and can go no further, i
is the duty of the Government to assist them.
If help is not rendered, it will he a great
blow to the people of the back country, It
will throw out of employment at least 350
men, and hring into disvse the water sup-
ply owned by the Government, the railhead,
the warden's court and other places, all of
which will have to go by the hoard if the
mine is closed. I hope the Government will
see their way clear to help this mine. The
company went to the extent of frying to
help the people in the district to keep down
the cost of living to a minimum. They put
money into the local co-operative store, and
assisted them in rvery wav. Mr. Kinesley
Thomas referred Lo this as follows—

Tn the matter of social welfare and intereat
in tha well-heing of emplovees, the manage-
ment of the Sems of Gwalin have expended
hoth time and money with cxeellent results,
Evidence in this conneetion is attached to the
report. Tt is satisfactorv indeed fo find in an
outside mine sueh a realisntion of the eventual
economy of up-to-date machinery, labour-sav-
ing devices, and modern mining and metallur-
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gical practice, These matiers are being tackled
in a resolute apd capable manner, and might
well be cbserved and noted by those who are
inclined to live in the glories of the past.
The mice has been favourably commented on
by the RHoyal Commissioner. The Minister
cannof say the company has not done every-
thing possible to keep the mine going. It
is, therefore, the duty of the Government to
0 to its assisiznce. 1 have here some photo-
graphs. Onc shows a picture of the wool-
shed that iz being built by the Sturt
Meadows Co. We welecome such newcomers
as Aessr=. llawker, Chomley & Co. They
are doing excellent work and are providing
admirable accommeodation for their em-
pluyees, T have also a photograph of their
sheaving shed. This was an old building
assuciated with a picture garden in Kal-
zoorlie, 1 have another snapshot showing
the shearers’ accommodation, the dining
room, the kitchen, and the bedrooms. This
bappens to have heen the old totalisator at
the Coolgardie raceeourse. If we had other
employers who were prepared to give this
class of accommodation to their workers,
such as this and other enterprises are doing,
including the Yundamindera Pastoral Co.,
it would be an excellent thing,

Mr., Latham: Most of them are prepared
to do that.

Mr. HERON: It would not then be neces-
sary for the Government to talk about a
shearers’ hut accommodation Aet. I might
alsg say that the Song of Gwalia Co. made
provision for a playground for the children,
in eonjunction with the co-operative store.
Members may be interested to see all these
photographs.

Question put and passed; the Address-in-
reply adopted.

BILLS (16)—FIRST READING.

1, Vermin Act Amendment.
2, Plant Diseases Aet Amendment.

Intreduced by the Minister for Agriculture.

3, Coal Mines Regulation.
Introduced by the Minister for Mines.
4, Federal Aid Roads Agreement.

5, Traffic Aet Amendment.

6, Road Distriets Act Amendment,
7, Wyalcatchem Rates Validation,

Introduced by the Minister for Works.
(19]
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8§, Administration Act Amendment.
9, Constitution Further Amendment.

10, Kalgoorlie and Bonlder Racing Clubs
Act Amendment.

13, State Insurance.
Introdueed by the Premier.

12, Agricultural Bank Ac¢t Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Lands.

3, Herdsman'’s Lake Drainage Act Re-
peal.

Introduced by Hon. J. Cunningham.

14, Police Act Amendment.
Introduced by Mr. Davy,

15, Guardianship and Cuoslody of Infants.

16, Married Vomen's Protection Aect
Amendment.

Introduced by Mr. Mann.

{
House adjourned at 12.30 am. (Friday).

Legislative Council,
Tuesday, 24th August, 1926,

Assent to Bill .. Eii%
Question : Taxntion, land reva.lunhlon . 450
Raolutiog tei;mancial relatlons, Commanweult.h and

.. 450
Addrese-In-reply, nlnth day ... .o 48l

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at

L30 pan. and vond pravess,

ASSENT TO BILL,

Message from the Governor received and
read, notifying assent to the Supply Bill
{No. 1), £1,913,500.



